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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

As we endure and do our best to enjoy the cold winter days, the wonderful news is that in only 50 days and 50
nights, spring will be here where we celebrate the Fasli Norouz on Sunday March 20", 2022, at

11:33am (EST). The significance of the 50 days and 50 nights is that they total 100, which in Farsi one hundred
translates into “SAD”.

The SADeh celebration held annually on January 30" is also
referred to as the festival of fire, where the light and warmth of the
fire is celebrated with food, drinks, with prayers around an outdoor
bon fire. Although for the second year in a row we were regrettably
unable to celebrate this beautiful festival, Kanoun organized an
online version of the celebration.

We truly appreciate your patience and understanding during these
difficult times where the MGDM has been following the government
' lockdown rulings and procedures.

To maintain the Darbe Mehr, we continue to depend on funds gathered through membership fees and through
donations. We understand that since you are not physically using the MGDM building, you may be asking
yourself, “why should | renew my ZSO membership this March 20227?” The simple answer is that we truly
need your membership and support to continue as the ZSO. It is impossible for the community to move
forward and flourish for our children and grandchildren with your individual and family memberships.

If you are finding it difficult to renew your membership online at www.zso.org, please contact me

at president@zso.org or 905-707-0819 and | will personally guide you OR send you the “old fashioned”
membership form where you can mail in a cheque. We aim to have our community still thriving for another 50
years where we can celebrate the 100" year anniversary of the ZSO in 2071!!

The ZSO has also started raising funds for Ervad Jehanbux Chhithiwala who is a 52-year-old Mobed practicing
at Banaji Atash Behram as he requires significant medical expenses covered. Thanks to our members who
have contributed and supported this cause, as we have thus far collected over $8000 of our goal of $15000.
With your kind heart, we hope to reach our goal by February 7™, 2022, where the money will be sent to the
World Zoroastrian Organization (WZO).

The ZSO is looking for a new Secretary for the remainder of the 2021/2022 Term. If you or someone you know
is interested — please reach out directly to president@zso.org and secretary@zso.org for further details. Now is
your time to get involve and encourage our youth to step into a board role.

On a final optimistic note, the 12" World Zoroastrian Congress is set to be held on July 1-4, 2022, in New York
City. Please visit www.FEZANA.org for more details and early registration.

Wishing you all Tan-Dorosti,
Mitra Jam, ZSO President
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MGDM Re-Opening — Reminder of Vaccination Policy

We want to take this opportunity to remind everyone that vaccines are safe, effective and the best way to
protect you and those around you from serious ilinesses like COVID-19. You will need to provide proof of
vaccination to access MGDM, helping further protect our community from COVID-19 and the Delta variant.
e All individuals visiting the MGDM will be required to provide proof of vaccination, or a negative COVID-
19 test to participate in an event or a drop in visit.
e Individuals must NOT come to the MGDM (drop in visit or event) if they are sick (any illness — not just
limited to COVID-19)
e Those who remain unvaccinated will NOT be able to participate in In-Person activities.
Since the beginning of the pandemic, your health and safety has been our top priority. Thank you to each of
you who has done your part in helping to support a healthy and safe environment for all.

The Board of Directors
Zoroastrian Society of Ontario

Winter Donation Drive - December 13th, 2021 to January 6th 2022

“We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.”
- Winston Churchill

This year, the ZSO Youth Committee came together to celebrate the
holiday season with the thought of giving back to the less fortunate
through a mega winter clothing drive.

We were delighted to see the positive response towards the drive. The
donations were given to 3 shelter homes in Toronto namely Sistering
Women’s Shelter, Native Men’s Residence and Value Village. A big
thank you to each and every one who contributed to the winter
donation drive, every donation does a lot for the community. Sistering
Women's Shelter & Native Men’s Residence provides meals, showers,

laundry, clothes and much more to marginalized men & women in
Toronto. During the winter, these clothes will be used and appreciated
by people who are in need.

The committee will '
have more donation drives in the future and want to know from
you, what you would like to see planned.

Please message the ZSO youth on Instagram or Facebook.
Also, for more news on our upcoming events and updates,
please follow us on: Instagram - ZSOYOUTH & Facebook -
ZSODM
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Zoroastrianism Recognised in US Congress

During the November 30", 2021 sitting of the US 117" Congress — Honorable J. Luis Correa — extended the
following remarks about the Zoroastrian Legacy:

HONORING THE TIMELESS ZOROASTRIAN LEGACY

HON. J. LUIS CORREA
of california
in the house of representatives
Tuesday, November 30, 2021

Mr. CORREA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to issue this recognition of
“"Timeless Zoroastrian Legacy" to all Zoroastrians for their
extraordinary contributions to history and civilization, in pioneering
the first universal human rights, world democracy, abolishment of
slavery, and freedom of religion. The Zoroastrian legacy has greatly
influenced the American founding fathers, the American Constitution,
and the design of the Statue of Liberty.

Please join me in recognizing the remarkable contributions of the
Zoroastrian community in the United States and throughout the world.

The official document can be found here and is also attached as part of this Newsletter.

Upcoming Maintenance at MGDM

Your Board is working towards repairing the pavement at the MGDM grounds that includes the driveway from
Creekside to Bayview. As members may be aware, this work is long overdue and extensive. The House and
Garden Committee is working closely with the Board to obtain quotes and complete the work this year.

If you have any questions about the work or suggestions for obtaining quotes and/or referrals for companies
that you feel are competent to perform the job at a competitive and fair price to ZSO, please contact Mehrnaz
Dehmiri at assttreasurer@zso.org or Kersi Khambatta at goldkk101@hotmail.com as soon as possible.

Condolences

Khorshid Bahramshahi, on January 21t in Toronto. She was the wife of Goshtasb Kavousi and the mother of
Parvin, Parviz, Firoozeh and Farahnaz Kavousi. May she rest in peace and condolences to her family.

Dara Phiroze Wadia, on January 18" in Frisco, Texas. Dara is survived by his ex-wife Shirin, daughters
Pouroochisti (and Yazdi) and Lily (and Kaiomarz), son Meherwan (and Naomi), grandchildren Daryus, Vahishta,
Rohan, Farha, Karina, and his brothers Homi, Keki (and Gool) and Sam (late Behroze); nephew Arzan and niece
Mehernaaz.

Dowlat Farvardin, on January 17" in Toronto. She was the beloved mother of Mahnaz & Mehran Torki and
grandmother to Nozar & Nikzad Kianian Fard and Rostam & Manijeh Torki. May she rest in peace and her
memories stay with us forever.
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Newsletter Requests

Please note that the deadline for receiving submissions for the ZSO newsletter is the 20" of each preceding
month. Any materials received after this date will be published on a best-effort basis.

Editor: Armaity Bamji Assistant Editor: Aban Irani

Please note that all requests for inclusions in the ZSO NL should be emailed to newslettereditor@zso.org and
asstnleditor@zso.org . Please copy Hoofrish Patel at evp@zso.org for approval.

The distribution or reproduction, in part or whole of the Zoroastrian Society of Ontario’s monthly Newsletters by
any means or via any media, requires authorization by the Society’s Board of Directors. Any unauthorized
distribution or reproduction is strictly prohibited.

Miscellaneous
ZSO0 Contacts:
Emergency situations: Khushru Chothia (416) 677-7555
Messages on the auto-dialer: Pedram Yazdani at admin@zso.org
- Please copy Mitra Jam at president@zso.org for approval
Renting MGDM hall (for post-funeral prayers/rituals or for private functions): Hoofrish Patel at evp@zso.org

Newsletter advertising rates:

Inserts: $200 Quarter page/Business card: $55 Half page: $75 Full page: $125
Miscellaneous two-liners: $15

10% discount for 12 consecutive months of advertising.

HARDWOOD LAMINATE CARPET
GRANITE
1-844-732-7575 Re-sanding Refinishing & Stairs
416-677-7555 Washrooms Kitchens Renovations

Learlknstructions-cO™

1153 Canal Road, info@pearlknstructions.com
Bradford, ON. L3Z 4E2.

www.pearlknstructions.com

Zoroastrian Studies Projects International

\i e [¥]Zoroastrian Artefacts
[¥]Religious Books, CDs. DVDs

v

[¥]Sukhar, Loban, Vehr, Tacho
[¥|Diva na glass, Kakra

[K]sadra, Kasti, Topi,T shirts, Caps PearI_K. Chothia #_416917 7402
+ 241 Kingscross Dr, King City, ON
[¥]Gift Items,Silver & Gold pendants L7B 1E7
And much more..... .. Email: zstudies@hotmail.com
www.zstudies.ca
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Coffee Chat with International Zoroastrian Youth — Farzana Khambatta

“You can do anything you put your mind to! Do not let fear put doubt in your
mind- go for it, try, and if you fail that is ok. Pick yourself up and try again! If you
succeed, then look around you and see who needs a helping hand!” - Farzana

Hi Farzana! Welcome to our coffee chat and we’re excited to have you as our sixth
guest in this series. You are our first guest from Down Under!

Can you please tell us a bit about yourself?

| was born in Bombay, India and moved to Perth with my parents, Mahrukh and Firoz
Pestonji and my brother Arzan in the early 90’s. | am the eldest of 3 siblings and | have
2 younger brothers Arzan and Shazan (who was born in Australia). All of us are
engineers, as is my dad and | am also married to an engineer, Ross.

I am currently working as a Senior Consultant in the (Worley) Advisory team, and |
thrive on developing Worley’s Energy Transition projects. | am a process engineer with
~14 years of experience in the oil and gas industry. | graduated from Curtin University with a double degree in Chemical
Engineering and Finance and have worked in both design offices, and on-site in construction and commissioning roles.

I am also currently the Chairperson of WISE (Women in Subsea Engineering & Energy), which is a not-for-profit organisation
run by volunteers that aims to achieve gender equity through growing the profile of women in STEM roles. Within Worley
I am also the co-chair of Women of Worley (WoW) for the state. As a woman from a STEM and technical background, | am
passionate about promoting women in leadership and STEM based roles which is why | dedicate so much of my time for
these causes.

Finally, | am a mother of two, my son is 8 and my daughter is 5 years old, and in my (little!) spare time | enjoy reading,
dancing, baking, and spending time with family and friends. | also cannot wait to be able to travel again!

Having grown up in Western Australia and not having a sizeable Zarathusti population how do you manage to get the
members to attend the events? Also, what kind of functions do you all normally have in Perth? Has Covid affected any
of that since Australia has kept its international as well as state borders mainly shut? Do you ever have joint events
with the Sydney, Melbourne, Auckland organizations?

The Zoroastrian Association of WA (ZAWA) — was founded in 1997 (25 years ago!). As both my parents were instrumental
in the creation of this association, | too have been involved in ZAWA in one way or another over the years! Most of the
Zoroastrians who have been living here, have all at some stage (and in some cases numerous times) volunteered to be a
part of the committee which really helps to bring different ideals and new initiatives into the community — this in turn
encourages participation from the members.

We also have a Business Association of WA (BAWAZ) this was created in 2012 by my father, to cater for more business
orientated aspects such as holding industry speaker sessions and engaging with like-minded entrepreneurs and
professionals. BAWAZ also hosted the 11" World Zoroastrian Congress (11WZC) in Perth 2018. This was the 1° time the
Zoroastrian congress for adults has been held in the southern hemisphere!

The associations hold functions such as Navroze, Parsi New Year, various Jashans and Ghambars, lunches/dinners,
picnics, quiz nights, and the list goes on. In the past we used to also have a ZAWA chronicle, prayer learning sessions,
children’s classes and activities, talent concerts/nights, a ZAWA library, cooking classes for the youth, etc.

Covid has affected some events, however in Western Australia we have been living in our own “bubble” of sorts and
things have been good in that life has been normal with some restrictions here and there etc. Initially in 2019 some
events did have to be cancelled or postponed in line with the rules, but everyone agreed this was for the best.



Apart from the 11WZC there haven’t been too many other joint functions that I’'m aware of apart from the 4% World
Zoroastrian Youth Congress in 2006/7. | was, recently part of a team of Zoroastrians from all over Australia and New
Zealand that were trying to create FEZAO (The Federation of Zoroastrian Associations of Oceania). The aim of this
federation was to be an umbrella body to foster more open dialogs, information sharing and collaborations between the
various organisations in the Oceania region, however sadly this idea has been shelved for the time being. | hope that one
day we can have our own overarching federation in our region so that we can have a combined voice like FEZANA and
others.

You were heavily involved in the organization of the 11*" World Zoroastrian Congress back in 2018, can you tell us more
about your role and the congress itself? Your father, Mr. Firoz Pestonji was the Chair of that Congress, would you say
he inspired and encouraged you and others to get involved? Have you attended any of the other Congresses since then?
Will you be attending the next edition to be held in New York City this July?

Yes, | would say that my dad (and mum) inspired and encouraged the dedicated team that were involved! For BAWAZ to
win hosting the Congress in Perth was a big feat indeed, as it is a small organisation when compared to others not only in
Australia but also worldwide.

When BAWAZ had initially submitted the proposal to host the event, we had asked the other associations in Australia if
they would like to assist in organising the congress or to host it in their own states (which have larger populations of
Zoroastrians living there). We had support from the other organisations, however none of them were keen to take on the
responsibility of hosting the event at the time. It was through determination, vision, working together and good leadership
that empowered the 11WZC team, to not only win Perth the privilege of hosting the Congress but to ensure it was a huge
success also!

| was heavily involved with the organisation of 11%" WZC in Perth. | was part of the core team that ultimately made the
final decisions as well as leading various mini projects of my own such as: social media marketing and website creation,
program management and logistics, procurement of giveaways and souvenirs, creation and editing the Congress Souvenir
book, overall budgeting, and costings, as well as being one of the 4 ladies who MC’ed the event over the 3 days.

| REALLY want to attend the 12" WZC in July this year. If you had asked me pre-Covid, the answer would have been a
resounding yes, as | am sure the 12" WZC team will do a fantastic job in creating a memorable event. Unfortunately,
however, | am unsure if this will be possible now due to the strict government rulings around Covid restrictions — let’s see
what happens...

You were on the Entertainment Committee for the 4" World Zoroastrian Youth Congress in Melbourne in 2006/2007,
can you tell us your personal experience and the overall feedback of that congress? Any highlights from that edition?
We'll be hosting the next WZYC right here in London, UK in 2023!

The 4" WZ Youth congress was great fun, although in saying, that | unfortunately didn’t get to attend many of the actual
talks and seminars as | was helping in the background. | was part of a group of girls from Perth who made up the
entertainment sub-committee. The group worked for about a year (or more) before the Congress meeting every month or
so and we had planned, budgeted, and thought of every aspect of the entertainment part of the event!

When we arrived a few days before to set things up (we traveled from Perth to Melbourne), everything was mainly done
from our end. Having spare time, we then set about helping in other areas such as registrations, coordination etc., and
that was where we had lots of fun meeting with other youth from around the world.

I would recommend that all Zoroastrian youth attend at least one (if not more) Zoroastrian youth congresses - it is also so
much fun, as you get to hear from various leaders who help to explain and history and culture, as well their views on topical
subjects!



Your work for the community doesn’t stop there, right — you are also a part of BAWAZ (Business Association of Western
Australia), previously part of the ZAWA Committee, and WISE (Women in Subsea Engineering and Energy)! Working full
time and being a mum with two young kids, how do you find the time and drive to do community work?

The Drive:

| guess being involved in community work, is a fundamental part of who | am. Be it within the Zoroastrian and Indian
community or for women groups within the engineering industry, | am passionate about giving back. From a young age, |
have seen my parents involved with the Perth Zoroastrian and other local Indian communities... | guess that has shaped
my values, goals and aspirations.

My parents also started their own business Perth Maxi Charters & Aussie Perth Tours, when | was in high school and on
the weekends and holidays, | would help them with it. Working in the family business has given me an opportunity to
learn key skillsets at a young age, which have helped me throughout my life. | was raised with an entrepreneurial way of
thinking and balanced my engineering background; | have a novel problem-solving mindset. | love being able to create,
organise or deliver something which is novel or different by collaborating with a diverse group of people from all walks of
life, | love being able to constantly learn from, as well as help others all while making new connections in the process.

| have always been involved in various teams, clubs and activities throughout my life. In high school | was selected to be
in the student leadership team, the debating team and was also chosen to represent my school in a student exchange
program which only picked 2 girls and 2 boys from the year group. In university | was a part of various student bodies
including DESI the Indian Student body where | was the treasurer, as well as part of a dance troupe that performed
Bollywood dancing stage shows to raise money for various orphanages in India. Once | started working, | put my hand up
to join the social club, and this is also when | volunteered to be part of the ZAWA committee. As the years have gone by,
| have also held various roles within the BAWAZ committee - | was the secretary for several years and | am currently the
treasurer.

The Time:

There is a lot of multitasking going on! | am constantly juggling many things at a time, but | guess it is about prioritising
what is important and getting that done. | must also say that | am also very grateful that | have a supportive husband and
family that helps and empowers me to be able to do my extra activities too. But like anything, “if there’s a will there’s a
way”, right? | love doing these things, so | find a way @

Lastly, what message do you have for our young members reading this and in what ways can they make an impact?

I really loved the tag line the team created for the 11" WZC Perth, which was “Together, towards tomorrow” | believe that
we all need to work together today, so that our futures are brighter tomorrow. | feel that this tag line can be applied to
everything in life.

| would also say, (and | say this to my children too!) you can do anything you put your mind to! Do not let fear put doubt
in your mind— go for it, try, and if you fail that is ok. Pick yourself up and try again! If you succeed, then look around you
and see who needs a helping hand!

Thank you so much Farzana, for your time and amazing work you do for the community. You are such an
amazing role model for our future youth!

Submitted by Zamyad Meheriji
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~» Congressional Record

th
of America PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE [ 1 7 CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

House of Representatives
Tuesday, November 30, 2021

HONORING THE TIMELESS ZOROASTRIAN LEGACY

Mr. Correa: Madam Speaker, | rise today to issue this recognition of
“timeless Zoroastrian Legacy ” 10 all Zoroastrians for their
extraordinary contributions to history and civilization, in pioneering the
first universal human rights, world democracy, abolishment of slavery,
and freedom of religion. The Zoroastrian legacy has greatly influenced
the American founding fathers, the American Constitution, and the
design of the statue of liberty.

Please join me in recognizing the remarkable contributions of the
Zoroastrian community in the United States and throughout the world.

Sincerely,

yrya

LOU CORREA
Member of Congress



WEEKLY YOGA
EVERY MONDAY

6:50 - 7’:15pm on Zoom

Special Thanks to all Weekly participants !

Meeting ID: 425 637 9293

Passcode: yoga

Contact Us: Fravash at (647)-767-8394
IG:eZsoyouthevents
Email: fravash1234egmail.com



Please complete the form below and send it along with your donation cheque or money order.
This will ensure we have your correct mailing address to send your tax receipt.

Tax receipts will be issued for donations of $20 and higher.

First Name:

Last Name:

Address:

City Province Postal Code

Donation Amount: $

Please mail cheques to : Zoroastrian Society of Ontario
Attn: Treasurer
3590 Bayview Ave
North York, ON, M2H 3S6

**All cheques payable to Zoroastrian Society of Ontario




& ZOROASTRIAN SOCIETY OF ONTARIO

Y 3590 BAYVIEW AVENUE, TORONTO, ONTARIO M2M 3S6

MEMBERSHIP FORM

Membership Application: (0 Renewal [ New Member Membership Year April 1%, 2022 - March 31%, 2023

Membership Category/Fees

O Family O Individual O Student O Senior O Family senior
Includes children under Non-student over Full time student Age 65 and over Both spouses age 65
the age of 18 age 18 age 18-25 and over
$100 S60 $30 $30 S50

Applicant Information

Last Name: First Name:

Spouse Last Name: Spouse’s First Name:

Address: Apartment/Suite#
City: Province: Postal Code:

Home Phone: ( )- - Cell Phone: ( ) - -

Email: Age: Signature

Dependent Information:

First & Last Name Age

Select your communication methods: Auto dialer (US & Canada), E-Mail and SMS Messages (SMS within Canada Only)
Auto dialer voice messages: (JHome [JCell [JSpouse Cell:

SMS Messages: OYes (O No

Newsletter: JEmail OSpouse Email: ORegular Mail

Total Enclosed: Cash $§ Cheque $

(All cheques payable to “Zoroastrian Society of Ontario” and mailed to Attn: ZSO Treasurer (Membership Form) 3590 Bayview Avenue, Toronto,
ON, M2M 3S6). Please note the bank will NOT accept cheques payable to “ZSO”.

0 | have reviewed the ZSO Constitution & Bylaws* and agree to abide by them (*available on the ZSO website zso.org)

NEW MEMBERS must be introduced by two ZSO members in good standing and approved by the ZSO Board of Directors (BOD).

Existing ZSO Member Existing ZSO Member Approved by the ZSO BOD

Print Full Name Print Full Name DYeS DNO

Signature Signature Signature



http://zso.org/

