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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

What an exciting month for the ZSO - September 2021 started off with Jashan prayers and celebrations for 50
years of Zoroastrian Society of Ontario. Thanks to Arbab Rostam Guive for his foresight and for donating the
Mehraban Guive Darbe Mehr (MGDM) to the Zoroastrian community to gather, celebrate and continue our
language and customs, whether being Iranian or Parsi, it’s a place where we gather to meet family, friends and
a place where my children have made lifelong friends.

It would have been wonderful to have held this celebration in person but as you all know the event was held
virtual, on three virtual sites simultaneously. An amazing show was put on with singing and dancing which
made us all appreciate the talent within our own community. Thanks to a creative group run by Afreed Mistry
as well as Pedram Yazdani and Bahram Jam for composing and putting all the video clips and slides together! If
you missed the show, it is still available on YouTube link mentioned in the write up included in this NL.

We were honored that Mayor John Tory congratulated us by sending the ZSO a letter in recognition of our
milestone.

As we move forward we are happy to say that the MGDM is gradually opening up its doors. For now the MGDM
doors are open every Saturday from 9am-12pm. Please register with Hoofrish Patel at evp@zso.org and you
will receive a confirmation. Organized events will also be resuming soon at a maximum of 50 persons in total
(including volunteers and the custodian). It will be on a first come basis to ZSO members.

We are excited to announce, that the first organized live and in-person event will be Kanoun’s Jashne
Mehregan celebration on October 2, 2021. We are also happy to announce that the 100th Scouts will also be
resuming soon with only outdoors events for the time being.

Thanks to all those who have registered for the children’s religious classes and the volunteering teachers for
making this happen.

We are excited that our youth have rallied and organized an outdoor event on October 9, 2021 at Milne Park.
Remember to dress warm and please come out to support them. Please contact Fravash Chothia or see
attached flyer for details.

On a somber note, the ZSO would like to recognize the tremendous work of Keki Sheroff who peacefully
passed away on September 29, 2021. He was truly one of the icons in the ZSO community and among the
founding members of the ZSO and the creation of the ZSO constitution. He will always be remembered for his
kind heart and generosity to the community. We shall miss him dearly and he will live in our hearts.

Our summer nights have come to an end as we move into the autumn season; let us look towards a brighter
future.

Wishing you all well and Tan-dorosti,

ZS0 President, Mrs. Mitra Jam
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MGDM - UPDATE

Earlier this month, we communicated that in line with all the federal and provincial guidelines for places of
worship the Mehraban Guiv Darb e Meher (MGDM) is open with revised hours and specific conditions for
drop in visits once a week ONLY on Saturdays from 9am - Noon. These conditions will continue ensuring all
public health measures are in place including capacity limits, face coverings, physical distancing and
environmental cleaning and disinfecting.

Our approach to re-opening the MGDM continues to be "slow and steady" and "data driven, not date driven".
Number of determining factors are:

Vaccination rates, mandates, and requirements
Case counts

Impact of variants

Government Protocols

We are happy to announce that we will be resuming some of our social gatherings to our members this fall. We
have been doing a lot of work behind the scenes i.e. consulting various medical advisors and community peers
to determine the best path forward for faith and religious social gatherings.

All visits to the MGDM will be by appointment only and MUST be booked in advance, a minimum 24 hours
prior to the day of the visit, by completing the online booking request form or by contacting Hoofrish Patel
(email EVP@zso.org or 647-313-9805) and receiving her confirmation. Please note if you do not have an
appointment/confirmation, your will be denied entry.

COVID-19 Protocols:
When planning a visit to the MGDM please be sure to follow the mandatory requirements and guidelines for
drop in visits and social gatherings:

Drop In visits Social Gatherings

Social gatherings are restricted and limited to
. . . our members only.
U on]me e rgquest LSH0 @) Attendees will be accommodated on a first
contact Hoofrish Patel (email EVP@zso.org or . .
come first serve basis based on the MGDM
647-313-9805) : . : .
capacity requirements as outlined by public
health and government guidelines.

Use the online self-assessment tool before every visit to the MGDM

Complete the COVID-19 screener on the day of visit and show it to the volunteer who will be on-site
Wearing a non-medical mask/face covering is mandatory

For COVID-19 contact tracing purposes, you will be required to provide your name and contact details
which will only be kept on file for 30 days.”

Bring your own prayer book, head covering, sandalwood or other prayer related items

Maintain a social distance of two meters/six feet

Follow entry and exit signs

Avoid opportunities for the virus to spread through touch, either directly or indirectly through surfaces
and objects, including objects that may be used in rituals or ceremonies
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Vaccination Policy:

We want to take this opportunity and remind everyone that vaccines are safe, effective and the best way to
protect you and those around you from serious illnesses like COVID-19. Aligning with the Government’s
announcement as of September 22, 2021, you will need to provide proof of vaccination to access MGDM as
required, helping further protect our community from COVID-19 and the Delta variant.

e All individuals visiting the MGDM will be required to provide proof of vaccination or a negative COVID-
19 test in order to participate in an event or a drop in visit.

e Individuals must NOT come to the MGDM (drop in visit or event) if they are sick (any illness — not just
limited to COVID-19)

e Those who remain unvaccinated will NOT be able to participate in In-Person activities.

Suspended Services:
e Consumption of food and drink remains restricted
e Food and drink sharing is prohibited
e No self-serve buffet-style meals
o MGDM kitchen remains closed for cooking and reheating meals
e Indoor singing, use of instruments and choir service
o Sharing and distribution of materials and objects such as books, scarves, caps, water, etc.

Since the beginning of the pandemic, your health and safety has been our top priority. Thank you to each of
you who has done your part in helping to support a healthy and safe environment for all.

The Board of Directors
Zoroastrian Society of Ontario

ZS0 50™ Anniversary Virtual Event

ZSO0 turned 50 years old on Sept. 7, 2021 and there was a Jashan held to commemorate the occasion. Mitra
Jam addressed the ZSO members and that was followed by Athavian Bamiji, Hoshang Udwadia, Mehbad Dastur
and Xerxes Dastur performing the jashan.

To view the jashan: https://youtu.be/Ozlw1mbjs84

There was a celebration held online due to COVID-19

restrictions. The celebration was co-hosted by Afreed Mistry and
Mandana Bastani. There were video messages from the ZSO Board
members and members at large along with entertainment segments
of singing and dancing. The performers were: Shahram Bastani,
Asha Choir, Mehrnaz Dehmiri, Mahvash Dehmoubed, Beheshteh
Faramarzi, Sheila Gheybi, Mehrshad Hormozdiaran, Shervin
Iranizadeh, Tara Jam, Mehrtaj Kaviani, Mojgan Kianian, Roya
Khoshsar, Shanaya Patel, Meher Pavri, Homa Rashidi, Afreen

| Sharifabadi, Ardavan Taraporewala and Jamshed Turel.

A very big thank you to everyone who sent in their photos and videos. We hope we can celebrate together in
person in the future.

To view the celebration: https://youtu.be/Un9wnZeMm1U
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Gen Z Project

We are delighted to inform you about the Gen Z and Beyond Survey (www.genzandbeyond.com), launched on
Monday, 16 August 2021 by the SOAS Shapoor;ji Pallonji Institute of Zoroastrian Studies (SSPIZS). It is

being led by Dr Sarah Stewart, SSP Senior Lecturer in Zoroastrianism and Dr Nazneen Engineer, a former
student of SOAS, is the Project Manager.

This is an in-depth survey of the global Zoroastrian community that is collecting demographic, behavioural and
attitudinal information from participants to gain a greater understanding of the factors that have promoted or
inhibited the growth and success of the Zoroastrian community in different contexts across the world. It will
provide an accurate and detailed picture of the community as it exists today, identify ways to preserve and
perpetuate Zoroastrian identity, belief, and practice, and importantly, generate educational and further research
opportunities for the future.

You can view the Gen Z and Beyond promotional

film here (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T30Wp3vvOTY&t=3s) and you can sign up for the survey on the
Gen Z and Beyond website (www.genzandbeyond.com). Once you do, you will be sent a unique survey link
which will grant you access to the survey and you can pause and return to the questionnaire as and when you
wish.

We invite you and your family to sign up to participate in this once-in-a-generation opportunity! The success of
the survey depends on the quantity and quality of the data collected, so please sign up today, take the survey
without delay, and spread the word far and wide!

Dr Nazneen Engineer

Project Manager, Gen Z and Beyond

Shapooriji Pallonji Institute for Zoroastrian Studies
Department of Religions and Philosophies

SOAS, University of London

For more information and to sign up: www.genzandbeyond.com
Watch the Gen Z and Beyond launch video here: www.youtube.com/watch?v=T30Wp3vvoTY

Birth Announcement

Son, Austin, born to proud parents Farah and Piran Commissariat in Toronto on July 3, 2021. Baby brother to
Layla and grandson to Kashmira Commissariat (Mumbai) and Katy Panthakee and Dara Panthakee
(Toronto). Congratulations to the whole family!

Condolences

Shroff, Keki Boman, on September 29", in Toronto. Keki was brother to late Naju B. Shroff but loved by all
within the Zoroastrian community. He will be missed dearly. May his soul rest in peace.

Engineer, Freny, on October 2™. Freny was a beloved sister to Roshan Jussawalla, sister-in-law of late Dinyar
Jussawalla, aunt to Malcolm & Zubin Jussawalla and Delila Law. Grand aunt to Zarina, Samira, Nazreen

and Shirin Jussawalla. Freny was a large-hearted loving person who lived a full life and will be remembered for
her generosity. May her soul rest in peace.
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Newsletter Requests

Please note that the deadline for receiving submissions for the ZSO newsletter is the 20" of each preceding
month. Any materials received after this date will be published on a best-effort basis.

Editor: Armaity Bamiji

Please note that all requests for inclusions in the ZSO NL should be emailed to newslettereditor@zso.org
Please copy Hoofrish Patel at evp@zso.org for approval.

The distribution or reproduction, in part or whole of the Zoroastrian Society of Ontario’s monthly Newsletters by
any means or via any media, requires authorization by the Society’s Board of Directors. Any unauthorized
distribution or reproduction is strictly prohibited.

Miscellaneous
ZSO Contacts:
Emergency situations: Khushru Chothia (416) 677-7555
Messages on the auto-dialer: Pedram Yazdani at admin@zso.org
- Please copy Mitra Jam at president@zso.org for approval
Renting MGDM hall (for post-funeral prayers/rituals or for private functions): Hoofrish Patel at evp@zso.org

Newsletter advertising rates:
Inserts: $200 Quarter page/Business card: $55 Half page: $75 Full page: $125
Miscellaneous two-liners: $15

10% discount for 12 consecutive months of advertising.
RING SPECIAL;
HARDWOOD LAMINATE CARPET
Learlknstryctions.<O™ G RA N I T E
1-844-732-7575 Re-sanding Refinishing & Stairs
416-677-7555 \Washrooms Kitchens Renovations

1153 Canal Road, info@pearlknstructions.com
Bradford, ON. L3Z 4E2.

www.pearlknstructions.com

Zoroastrian Studies Projects International

\i e ’ [¥]Zoroastrian Artefacts
[¥|Religious Books, CDs. DVDs

. 8

[¥|Sukhar, Loban, Vehr, Tacho
[¥|Diva na glass, Kakra

+ [¥]Sadra, Kasti, Topi,T shirts, Caps PearI_K. Chothia #_4169_17 7402
; q 241 Kingscross Dr, King City, ON
[¥]Gift Items,Silver & Gold pendants L7B 1E7
And much more....... Email: zstudies@hotmail.com
www.zstudies.ca
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Message from the Mayor

It is a pleasure to extend greetings and a warm welcome to everyone attending
the virtual celebration of the 50" anniversary of the founding of The Zoroastrian
Society of Ontario.

| am pleased that you have found a way to stay connected despite the
challenges of the pandemic. Best wishes to all attendees as you take part in this
milestone celebration.

The Zoroastrian community in Toronto, one of the largest outside of India and
Iran, contributes so much to the diversity of our city.

As one of the world’s most diverse cities, Toronto is a model city where all
religions, faiths and beliefs are respected and accepted.

On behalf of Toronto City Council, | extend my best wishes for a wonderful event.

Yours truly,

John Tory
Mayor of Toronto




Coffee Chat with International Zoroastrian Youth — Zerkxis Bhandara

“Get involved and stay involved! Whether it’s fundraising, cleaning, planning, or even
setting up chairs for an event. Don’t do it just for community service hours and letters
of recommendation. Oh, and always wear your sudreh kusti, kids!” — Zerkxis

Hi Zerkxis! Welcome to our coffee chat and we’re excited to have you as our fifth guest
in this series!

Can you please tell us a bit about yourself?

| am 26 years old California born and raised Parsi Zarathushti. Most people know | am
an ordained mobed having completed my navar at age 11 and martab at age 12 and |
have been serving the community as a priest ever since. In my secular life | completed
my BA in Religious Studies in 2018 from UC Santa Barbara and am currently working on
my MA in the same from CSU Long Beach. Currently. | am also applying for doctoral
programs in the same field.

With your strong academic background in religious studies, can you tell us a bit if Zoroastrianism is taught in the US and
how in-depth does it go?

Both the Religious Studies programs | have been a part of have no experts in Zoroastrian Studies per se, yet all my
professors are aware of Zoroastrianism’s philosophical and hegemonic contributions to other faiths. As a result of not
having an expert to work with, | have had to carve out my own plan of study, playing both student and teacher to be able
to focus on Zoroastrianism. However, | believe change is on the horizon since North America will now have two fully
endowed chairs in Zoroastrian Studies.

We met each other briefly at the World Zoroastrian Youth Congress in your home state of California. The attendees had
discussions on wide-ranging topics, but in your opinion how do you think the youth can get more educated on our
religion, especially with tons of different thoughts and practices being followed globally?

| think we have more resources and means to learn about our religion than ever before in history. The internet is an
amazing place! As a student of religion, | see so much information available about different religious doctrines, their sects,
and various opinions on platforms such as YouTube. | think Zoroastrians can really use platforms as such to make learning
content available to all. For example, the Iranian Zoroastrian community has a huge presence on Instagram, which has not
only created a knowledge-pool but a knowledge-network of curious individuals. We can also do fun things like “Things
that just make sense in my Zoroastrian house” for Tik-Tok or | have often thought of making shorts of pagri tying as a
priest and titling it “The Mobed Life”. All in all, we as youth can do more to learn and teach about our religion than we
think possible!

What kinds of gatherings, functions, and events do you have for the Zoroastrian community in Southern California?
We have movie nights, game nights, ladies club, weekly humbandagis, BBQs, but more than anything we have rituals.
Every month we have at least two Jashans including the parabh and one more usually. We also have muktads for ten days,
which include the daily rituals such as 5 bois, 4 satums, one Jashan, and 2 baaj ceremonies every single day. Additionally,
we frequently have machis and other private prayer ceremonies.



You know how we have widely believed myths/superstitions about our faith and customs, can you name a few and
what the actuality is?

This question is quite relevant to my current research. Personally, | try to see the sense and purpose of our rituals,
traditions and customs as passed down by our ancestors through the oral tradition. In our religion every practice finds
deeper meaning through spiritual, hygienic, or ontological reasoning. Regarding our ancestral practices as myths,
superstition, or old wives’ tale is an effect of Colonialism, where Enlightenment thought has made it normal to question
our indigenous beliefs in support of the hegemony of the colonizer. Our notion of logic and common sense finds its basis
in Western forms of reasoning which do not always allow us to fully understand the deeper meanings behind our cultural
practices. | believe we must view the knowledge of our ancestors with humility rather than hubris to regain our heritage’s
integrity in a Post-Colonial reality.

What are some of the aspects of being a Zarathusti you are most proud of?

Just thinking about our religion’s legacy is something to be proud of. Having survived this long despite forced migration
and persecution is something to reflect on. Despite it all, Zoroastrians have been leaders and entrepreneurs in education,
business, medicine, the arts, and so much more. | think for me personally as a priest, the fact that we have preserved so
many of the liturgies practiced in Sasanian times in their pristine form is an accomplishment of my forefathers for which
we are forever indebted.

Lastly, what message do you have for our young members reading this and in what ways can they make an impact?

Get involved and stay involved! Whether it’s fundraising, cleaning, planning, or even setting up chairs for an event. Don’t
do it just for community service hours and letters of recommendation. Make your community center your second home
and the organization an extension of yourself. Come to Jashans and rituals, these are not just meant for seniors! Help the
Mobeds set up and help cut chaasni after. Even if you don’t understand the liturgies and Avestan language - come
experience and immerse yourself in the religion. Oh, and always wear your sudreh kusti kids!

Thank you Zerkxis! We wish you the best for your further studies and community service!
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Presented by ZS0O Youth Committee

Saturday, October 9th at 12:00 PM

At Milne Park
8251 McCowan Rd, Markham, ON L3P 3J3

Corn &B & PotLuck N
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Park Fee - Under 15 (free)

N
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- Senior 60+ ($3.50)

Have questions? Contact: Fravash Chothia (647) 767 8394

2022 Essay
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Due By January 15th 2022
500-800 Words

TOPIC: ACCORDING TO THE GATHAS CAN ONE BE A
ZOROASTRIAN WITHOUT A BELIEF IN GOD?

CONTEST SPONSORED BY PARIMARZ FIROOZGAR
AND ENDORSED BY CZC

SEE REQUIREMENTS, INFORMATION ABOUT TOPIC,
RUBRIC, AND SUBMIT ESSAY AT

HTTP://WWW.CZC.ORG/CONTEST AND EMAIL
QUESTIONS TO ZESSAYENTRY@YAHOO.CO
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& ZOROASTRIAN SOCIETY OF ONTARIO

Y 3590 BAYVIEW AVENUE, TORONTO, ONTARIO M2M 3S6

MEMBERSHIP FORM

Membership Application: 0 Renewal O New Member Membership Year April 1*t 20 - March 31t 20

Membership Category/Fees

O Family O Individual O Student O Senior O Family senior
Includes children under Non-student over Full time student Age 65 and over Both spouses age 65
the age of 18 age 18 age 18-25 and over
$100 S60 $30 $30 S50

Applicant Information

Last Name: First Name:

Spouse Last Name: Spouse’s First Name:

Address: Apartment/Suite#
City: Province: Postal Code:

Home Phone: ( )- - Cell Phone: ( ) - -

Email: Age: Signature

Dependent Information:

First & Last Name Age

Select your communication methods: Auto dialer (US & Canada), E-Mail and SMS Messages (SMS within Canada Only)
Auto dialer voice messages: (JHome [JCell [JSpouse Cell:

SMS Messages: OYes (O No

Newsletter: JEmail OSpouse Email: ORegular Mail

Total Enclosed: Cash $§ Cheque $

(All cheques payable to “Zoroastrian Society of Ontario” and mailed to Attn: ZSO Treasurer (Membership Form) 3590 Bayview Avenue, Toronto,
ON, M2M 3S6). Please note the bank will NOT accept cheques payable to “ZSO”.

0 | have reviewed the ZSO Constitution & Bylaws* and agree to abide by them (*available on the ZSO website zso.org)

NEW MEMBERS must be introduced by two ZSO members in good standing and approved by the ZSO Board of Directors (BOD).

Existing ZSO Member Existing ZSO Member Approved by the ZSO BOD

Print Full Name Print Full Name DYeS DNO

Signature Signature Signature



http://zso.org/

Please complete the form below and send it along your donation cheque. This form will ensure we
have your correct mailing address to send your tax receipt.

Tax receipts will be issued for donations of $20 and higher.

First Name:

Last Name:

Address:

City Province Postal Code

Donation Amount: $

Please mail cheques to : Zoroastrian Society of Ontario
Attn: Treasurer
3590 Bayview Ave
North York, ON, M2H 3S6

**All cheques payable to Zoroastrian Society of Ontario




