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 FEBRUARY 
  Friday, Feb. 1    6:30pm Adult Avesta Classes 
  Saturday, Feb. 2   6:00pm Jashne Saddeh (F) 
  Friday, Feb. 8  11:00am Seniors Event 
  Saturday, Feb. 9   6:00pm (see attached flyer)  
  Sunday, Feb. 10  10:30am Paitishem Gahambar (S) * 
  Thursday, Feb. 14   6:00pm Porseh Hamegani (F) 
  Saturday, Feb. 16   6:00pm Jashne Esfandgan (F)  
  Friday, Feb. 22  11:00am Seniors Event 
   
 MARCH 
  Friday, March 1    6:30pm Adulta Avesta Classes 
  Saturday, March 2   6:30pm Bingo Night (see attached flyer) 
  Friday, March 8  11:00am Seniors Event 
  Sunday, March 10 10:30am Ayathrem Gahambar (S) * 
  Saturday, March 16 to 
  Wednesday, March 20   6:00pm Panjeh (Fasli Muktad) 
  Thursday, March 21   6:00pm Jamshedi Norooz (see attached flyer) 
  Friday, March 22 11:00am Seniors Event 
  Tuesday, March 26   6:00pm Khordad Sal  Zayesh Zarthost (F) 

Help ZSO go green and read your Newsletter Online!  Not only can you access the events calendar but have access to all 
past Newsletters once you log in.  In addition, ZSO is also able to accept payments for membership and donations all 
online.  We also encourage members to avail of the email and text notifications that are sent out as reminders ahead of 
events.  If you have not done so  make sure your mobile and email address is update in your membership profile.   

Website:  https://zso.org 
 

 
 
 

 
 

MEHRABAN GUIV DARBE MEHR Note: All events will be held at Mehraban Guiv Darbe 
Mehr unless otherwise specified.  ZSO, as publisher, is 
not responsible for content and support of any flyers not 
issued by them.  
*Please provide names for meals to Ervad Hoshang 
Udwadia at 416-499-4957.  

Hours of Operation: 
Mon, Wed  4:30-8:30pm 
Tues, Fri, Sat, Sun 9:00am to 12:00pm;  

4:30pm to 8:30pm 
Thurs   Closed 

Ontario   
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MESSAGE 

 
Greetings to the community!  2019 has started off with a big chill but this has not stopped the wonderful events that our 
committees have planned and organized for January and February.  January was busy with senior  events, sport nights 
and a packed Yalda evening Celebration for the longest night of the year held by Kanoun, filled with entertainment and 
dancing. 

February is no less busy with events, including celebrating Jashne Saddeh on February 2nd at DM hosted by Kanoun.  
Saddeh, meaning 100, is the ancient Persian mid-winter celebration marking 50 days and 50 nights before Persian Norooz.  
We encourage everyone to attend this celebration as we look forward to welcoming Spring!  Please see attached Kanoun 
NL for details or the ZSO website. 

February 9 and this year features a Persian theme  including 
dinner and a Persian DJ.  Please see attached flyer for further details.  This is the main fundraising event for our Scouts so 
we encourage everyone to come out to support our kids and leaders in the community.  

As ZSO continues to go green, we would like to remind all that plates, bowls, cutlery and coffee cups should be placed in 
the Green Bin, while the red beer cups are recyclable so please put them in the Blue Bin.  Please ensure you do NOT bring 
in STYROFOAM because it is a non-biodegradable material and will NOT be accepted for any food storage or take-away. 

On another note, please respect the hours that our custodian works and kindly let him enjoy his time off. The ZSO 
 these are posted on the ZSO website for reference.  Anything 

outside these hours will be the responsibility of the committees and private functions to pay him for his extra hours. 

As a reminder, January is renewal time for your membership.  This is a key source of funds for the ZSO and helps to 
cover costs of events, repairs and our monthly NL which you all enjoy.  Please visit www.zso.org to renew online and for 
details to renew via cheque.  

To further reduce our environmental footprint, ZSO is looking to go paperless where possible.  A major contributor to 
paper usage is our monthly NL being mailed out.  Please consider reading the NL online on the ZSO website or via email 
directly to you.  Please help us respect our earth and save $48 per person per year by opting for the online newsletter. 

Please reach out to me directly for any questions or comments  I can be reached via email at president@zso.org or by 
phone on 416-575-1134.   

Always working together to build our community. 

Mitra Jam 
President, Zoroastrian Society of Ontario 

 
Register for the 2019 Zoroastrian Youth Congress 

 Who: 18-35 year old Zoroastrian Youth around the world 
 What: Sign up for the World Zoroastrian Youth Congress today! 
 When: July 1-6, 2019 
 Where: Los Angeles, CA USA 
 Why: Learn about the Zoroastrian religion, network with peers 

and professionals, and make new friends from around the world! 
 How: Visit the Congress website below...https://wzycongress.org/register/details/   
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Scouts Report - December 2018 

The annual Toronto Star - Santa Box deliveries took place the weekends of 
December 1st and December 8th  with the Scouts  Group participating in 

S  group and volunteers delivered almost 4,500 boxes out of 46,000 to 
children across the GTA. 
 
This could not have been possible without the assistance of a number of 
volunteers.  Thanks to Mashya Amroliwalla and scouts Jia and Burzina who 
helped with sorting and delivering the boxes, Scouters Avan and Maneckji 
Appoo and their son Beaver-Scout  Fram for helping with the deliveries.  
Back at the depot, Scouter Rohinton Kias, Kety Mirza, Scouter Jim Corbett, 
Robert Chachel and Marie Carter 
were busy assisting Depot Co-
ordinator Freddy Mirza with sorting 
and other tasks.  Thanks also to 

community members Sherazade, Danny and their daughter Mehroo, Tanaz 
Pardiwala and son Danial, Shehnaz (Pardiwala) and Joe Amato and their 
daughter Lilah for helping with the deliveries. 
 

Thanks to everyone for making the holiday season of these children a little 
merrier who would otherwise have been deprived of receiving any gifts due to 
their financial situation. 

On December 16th, our Group held a Christmas Skating Party at Nathan Phillip 
Square with refreshments provided by scouters Pearl Chothis and Maneckji 
Appoo.  A great time was had by all and look forward to another fun event next 
year.  

Our Group is now busy organizing the annual fundraising Valentine Dance on 
Saturday, February 9th. Tickets are limited and selling fast. Please see attached 
flyer for details. 
(Report submitted by Freddy Mirza on behalf of the 100th Toronto-First Zoroastrian Scout Group) 

Dr Zenobia Nadirshaw awarded an MBE in the New Year's Honours List 2019 

WZO congratulates Professor Dr Zenobia Z Nadirshaw for receiving this prestigious 
recognition for her services to people with learning disabilities and mental health 
treatment.  Professor Nadirshaw is a Consultant Clinical Psychologist with three 

g psychologist. Her areas 
of experience and practice include, clinical, managerial, academic and research 
experience relating to corporate planning, service provision and service delivery 
issues. 
  
Professor Nadirshaw is well known in academia and has received several awards 
over the last 40 years for her pioneering work, including being made a Freeman of 
the City of London on 16th November 2017and the "Inspiring Woman of the 
Year" award at the Migrant Woman Conference and Awards in May 2016.  
  
If you wish to read more about this charismatic personality, you may visit the 
following link on our website: 

https://www.w-z-o.org/news/wzo-committee-member-dr-zenobia-nadirshaw-made-freeman-city-london/ 
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Z.A.H. - ATASH KADEH GRAND OPENING  March 20 to 24, 2019 

The Zoroastrian Association of Houston (ZAH) 
proudly announces the grand opening of its new 
Atash Kadeh.  You are cordially invited to join us in 
celebrating the gala opening scheduled during the 
Navroze days from March 20 through March 24, 
2019. 
  
An interesting and exciting program is planned for 
the celebration that will include prayer ceremonies, 
social events, lectures and some meals.  High priests 
have been invited from Iran & India, along with 
many local and foreign dignitaries.  Many influential 
leaders from our community in North America are 
also expected to attend.   

For now, mark the dates on your calendar; more details will be forthcoming.  

Registration and schedule of events will be on our website soon: http://zah.org/atash-kadeh-grand-opening/ 

 
Zoroastrian Studies - A Symposium 

DEDICATED TO THE MEMORY OF PROFESSOR EHSAN YARSHATER (1920-2018) 

Presented by the Toronto Initiative for Iranian Studies and Department of Near & Middle Eastern Civilizations at the 
University of Toronto, in collaboration with the Federation of Zoroastrian Associations of North America, Ontario 
Zoroastrian Community Foundation and Zoroastrian Society of Ontario. 

Date:    April 6, 2019 
Venue:  INNIS TOWN HALL, 2 SUSSEX AVENUE, TORONTO, ON, M5S 1J5 
Time:    1pm 

The Symposium is free and open to all, but for planning purpose, we encourage everyone to register in advance by 
clicking on the link below: 

https://alumni.artsci.utoronto.ca/zoroastrian-studies-symposium-dedicated-memory-professor-ehsan-yarshater/ 

1:00 1:30 REGISTRATION 
1:30 1:50 INTRODUCTION - Dr. Jehan Bagli, Timothy Harrison & Mohamad Tavakoli-Targhi 
1:50 2:25 ZOROASTRIANISM IN THE ACHAEMENID PERIOD - Maria Brosius, University of Toronto 
2:25 3:00 Y 
Miguel Angel Andres Toledo, University of Salamanca 
3:00 3:35 THE EPIC OF SAMAK-E `AYYAR: A LITERARY COMPANION TO MITHRAIC MYTHOLOGY, 
ETHICS, AND SOCIAL PRAXIS - Parvaneh Pourshariati, New York City College of Technology 

3:30 4:10 BREAK 
4:10 4:45 DANTE AND WIRAZ: TWO OTHERWORLDLY TRAVELLERS - Enrico Raffaelli, University of Toronto 
4:45 5:20 PARSI TRADERS AND TRAVELLERS: GLOBAL ZOROASTRIANS IN THE AGE OF EMPIRE 
Jesse Palsetia, University of Guelph 
5:20 6:00 ZOROASTRIANISM AND THE PROBLEM OF UNIVERSAL RELIGION IN THE EARLY MODERN 
ISLAMIC WORLD - Dan Sheffield, Princeton University 
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Condolences 

Bharucha, Banoo, wife of Sammy Bharucha and mother of Zarina Bharucha and grandmother to Rushad, Shirina and 
Arish. May her soul rest in peace. 

Gazdar, Homi Behram on Saturday, January 12, 2019 in Mississauga Ontario.  Homi is survived by his wife Homai, his 
son Adil, his daughter-in-law Prochi and grandsons Rohaan and Cyrus.  May his soul rest in peace. 

We are sad to announce the sad passing away of Farhad Shavak Ardeshir in Houston, Texas. He was the dear brother of 
Baktawar Dinshaw Mehta in Toronto and uncle of Jamsheed Vesuna, Zal Vesuna and Xerxes Vesuna and their families in 
Toronto and Ottawa. Funeral services and prayers were performed in Houston, followed by the 10th day prayers in 
Toronto.  (Baktawar Mehta) 

 
 

Health and Fitness 
 

Zoroastrian Youth and adults are invited to join the sports and exercise classes arranged by our Iranian Cultural Kanoun 
on Sunday afternoons at the Langstaff Community Centre, 155 Maple Red Road, Richmond Hill, ON, L4B 4P9 
(Telephone: 905-882-4295).  Please note that the Avesta Class for children is conducted in Farsi.   

Date Basketball & Avesta - Gym 'B' Volleyball   Futsal   

3-Feb 2:30 to 4:00 3:00 to 4:30 4:30 to 5:30 
10-Feb 2:30 to 4:00 3:00 to 4:30 4:30 to 5:30 
17-Feb  2:30 to 4:00 3:00 to 4:30 4:30 to 5:30 
24-Feb 2:30 to 4:00 3:00 to 4:30 4:30 to 5:30 
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Newsletter Requests 

Please note that the deadline for receiving submissions for the ZSO newsletter is the 20th of each preceding month.  Any 
materials received after this date will be published on a best efforts basis. 

Editor:  Armaity Bamji (newslettereditor@zso.org )  
Please note that all requests for inclusions in the ZSO NL should be emailed to newslettereditor@zso.org. Please copy 
Afreed Mistry at evp@zso.org for approval. 

In an attempt to save postage and paper, the ZSO requests those who do not wish to receive the newsletter by mail or who 
wish to receive the newsletter online to please email your full name to secretary@zso.org.  We encourage all members to 
consider this option. 

nauthorized distribution or 
reproduction is strictly prohibited. 

Miscellaneous 

ZSO Contacts: 
Emergency situations: Khushru Chothia (416) 677-7555   
Messages on the auto-dialer: Roozbeh Farhadi (416) 809-7669 or ExecOfficer1@zso.org   
Renting MGDM hall (for post-funeral prayers/rituals or for private functions): Mitra Jam president@zso.org or Afreed 
Mistry evp@zso.org  

Newsletter advertising rates: 
Inserts: $200  Quarter page/Business card: $55    Half page: $75  Full page: $125  
Miscellaneous two-liners: $15 
10% discount for 12 consecutive months of advertising. 

 

 

 

 

   Z o r o a s t r i a n  A r t e f a c t s  

   R e l i g i o u s  B o o k s ,  C D s .  D V D s  

   S u k h a r ,  L o b a n ,  V e h r ,  T a c h o  

   D i v a  n a  g l a s s ,  K a k r a  

   S a d r a ,  K a s t i ,  T o p i , T  s h i r t s ,  C a p s  

   G i f t  I t e m s , S i l v e r  &  G o l d  p e n d a n t s  

                A n d  m u c h  m o r e . . . . . . .  

  Pearl K. Chothia     # 416 917 7402                        
  241 Kingscross Dr, King City, On.L7B 1E7 
  
 Email: zstudies@hotmail.com    
             www.zstudies.com 

 
Sales  Installation  Service 

 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 





Weddings / Gavah / Navjote / Sedreh Pooshi $ 500 per Mobed per individual ceremony 
Jashan / Jashan Khani / Afargan /Avesta-e-Seeom / Avesta-e-
Saal 

$ 250 per Mobed per individual ceremony 

Funeral Ceremonies: 
Geh Saarnu (prayers at funeral home) 
Sarosh-nu-Patru/Karde-Soroosh 
Day Uthamnu / Avesta-e-Sevom 
Night Uthamnu / Avesta-e-Shaab 
Chaharom / Avesta-e-Chaharom 
Porseh (Memorial Service) 

$ 250 per Mobed per individual ceremony 

Fareshta and Vendidad Ceremony $1501 and $2001 respectively 
  

Travel and accommodation (in addition to above amounts): 
Pre-paid Air ticket and / or mileage as appropriate Overnight accommodation as appropriate 

Use of Association facilities and supplies: as per Association regulations 
Consideration should be given to geographical and logistical variations through North America and financial 

ability of the family requesting these prayers. 







ZOROASTRIAN SOCIETY OF ONTARIO 

    

    

    

    

    

TOTAL  PAYMENT $______________________PHONE #_____________________________________________ 






