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Zoroastrian Society of Ontario

Saturday, April 1 11:00am ZSO Members Town Hall (Members Only)
Saturday, April 1 6:00pm Sports Night
Sunday, April 2 10:00am Sizdebedar
Monday, April 3 7:00pm WZCC Meeting
Friday, April 7 11:00am Seniors Event
Friday, April 7 6:30pm Adult Avesta Classes
Saturday, April 8 5:00pm Jashn-e-Fraverdegan (F)
Sunday, April 9 10:00am Children’s Religion Class (Joint Session)
Friday, April 21 11:00am Seniors Event
Saturday, April 22 10:30am Atash-nu-Parab (S) *
Saturday, April 22 6:00pm Jashn-e-Ardibeshtegan (F)
: Sunday, April 23 12:30pm Scout’s Meeting

e Sunday, April 23 2:45pm Children’s Religion Class
Friday, April 28 6:00pm Scout’s Link Camp
Sunday, April 30 11:00am Maidyozarem Gahambar (F)
Friday, May 5 11:00am Seniors Event
Friday, May 5 6:00pm  Adult Avesta Class
Sunday, May 7 12:30pm  Scout’s Meeting
Sunday, May 7 2:45pm  Children’s Religious Classes
Saturday, May 13 6:00pm  Movie Night
Wednesday, May 24 7:00pm  Zarthost-no-diso (S)*
Thursday, May 25 6:00pm  Jashn-e-Khordadgan (F)
Saturday, May 27 11:00am  Scout’s Annual Food Fair
Sunday, May 28 10:00am  Children’s Religion Class — Annual Event

Note: All events will be held at Mehraban Guiv Darbe Mehr unless otherwise specified. ZSO, as publisher, is not
responsible for content and support of any flyers not issued by them.
*Please provide names for lunch to Ervad Hoshang Udvadia at 416-499-4957.

Mehraban Guiv Darbe Mehr Hours

Mon, Wed 4:30-8:30pm
Tues, Fri, Sat, Sun  9:00am to 12:00pm; 4:30pm to 8:30pm
Thurs Closed

MEHRABAN GUIV

N\ / 2 DARBE MEHR [

Telephone: (416) 225-7771

Visit us on Address: 3590 Bayview Avenue
Facebook North York, Ontario M2M 3S6
WWww.zs50.0rg

“Zoroastrian Society of
Ontario — ZSO”


http://www.zso.org/

President’s Message

Spring is in the air, and it seems that everyone has been busy during March celebrating events at our Darbe Mehr, as well
as at home with family and friends. The Jamshedi Nowruz event at the Darbe Mehr on March 21st had a record
attendance, with standing room hard to find. We owe our sincere thanks to all the Mobeds for performing the Jashan, and
to our Entertainment Committee for making all the arrangements and dishing out a fantastic dinner. As is customary, we
acknowledged certain members for their outstanding voluntary services not only to the ZSO, but also to the community at
large. A detailed report appears elsewhere in this Newsletter. Then on 24™ March the Entertainment Committees of both
OZCF and ZSO organized a Dinner-Dance at Woodbine Banquet Hall in Etobicoke. All those who attended had a great
time, and especially the large number of youths who danced energetically to the music provided by a live band. A
highlight of this event was the felicitation of Ervad Jehan Bagli for his many achievements and for his contributions to
Zoroastrianism for over 5 decades all over North America and in several cities all over the globe.

The five Panjeh Days (March 15™ to 19™) preceding Nowruz were observed at the Darbe Mehr in accordance with the
Fasli calendar. Nowruz was brought in and celebrated on March 20™, and Zayesh-e-Zarthosht (Khordad Sal) was
celebrated on 26™ March — both events being held at the Darbe Mehr. All these events were well attended, and once again
we extend our sincere thanks to the Mobeds and the many volunteers who donated their time in the service of the
community.

Several exciting events have been planned for the next few months, as noted on the first page of this Newsletter. The
popular Sports Night will be held on the evening of April 1%, and a Movie Night has been planned for May. On Saturday,
April 1%, your Board of Directors is holding its first ever Town Hall meeting that is scheduled from 11.00 a.m. till 1.00
p.m. Please come forward with good suggestions and constructive criticism to be made in good spirit for the betterment
of our ZSO and our community.

As we are all aware, ZSO’s fiscal year commences on 1% April, and we request all members to renew their membership
online or by mailing in their cheques with completed membership renewal forms. Members are requested to actively
encourage their friends and contacts to enroll as ZSO members and enjoy the amenities at the Darbe Mehr and other
benefits of membership.

Russi Surti — ZSO President

TransCanada Empower Communities Scholarship

Would training or education support help make a difference in your life? The new TransCanada Empower Communities
scholarship program is accepting applications from students who live in the communities where we do business across
Canada and the U.S. Up to 300 scholarships available this year!

Apply now to our Trades Scholarship, Indigenous Legacy Scholarship or Community Leaders Scholarship, or reach out to
a student you know.

Applications close April 15th, 2017! Apply today at TransCanada Scholarship.

Energy East Team

Students Wanted — This is NOT your Ordinary Summer Job!

Ontario is offering summer employment opportunities to help students develop important skills, gain meaningful
experience and learn more about a career in natural resource management. There are more than 2,000 summer jobs and
full-time internships available to young people in over 200 communities across Ontario.

These summer jobs provide meaningful work experience for students, allowing them to play an important role in
supporting Ontario's biodiversity and helping combat climate change by creating habitat for endangered species,
evaluating forest health, working in Ontario Parks, supporting policy development and conducting scientific research.

Interested? Please go to https://www.ontario.ca/page/jobs-ministry-natural-resources-and-forestry for further information.
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100™ Toronto-First Zoroastrian Scout Group — March 2017 Report — by Freddy Mirza

February was an extremely busy month for our Scout Group as there were two major events. The first one was the
annual fundraising Valentine dance on February 11"". Many thanks once again to all the donors, advertisers, supporters
and everyone who contributed to make it a tremendous success. Full details were reported in last month’s Newsletter.

The second event was held on Sunday, February 26" to celebrate
the “B-P Day”. This is an annual event to observe the birthday of
the Founder of the Scouting Movement, Lord Baden-Powell, who
was born on February 22, 1857 in the UK. The highlights of the
day were the “Kub Kar”and the “Beaver Buggy” races. The
winners of the Kub Kar race were: Meherzad Antia for the fastest
car and Yohan Ghadiali as runner up. In the “Unique design”
category, the first prize went to Meher Zandian followed by
Ronald Banaji. The winners for the “Best designed” Kub Kar
were Yohan Ghadiali followed by Burzina Amroliwalla

Congratulations to ALL the cubs for making the “kub E\
kars” and for their participation. All the Beavers received Jllls
a gift for their efforts in making the Beaver buggies and
essentially every beaver was a winner!!!

Thanks to the judges Scouters Vispi Patel and Maneck
Sattha and to the parents Shiromi Bulsara & Darayus
Chichgur. Thanks to parent Yohann Gazdar for making
fantastic trophies. Thanks to our own Chief Chef Scouter
Kersi Khambatta, (called “Baloo” by the Cub Pack) and
his team of volunteers for a delicious lunch. The program
ended with a very entertaining Jungle Book story acted by
the beavers, cubs and scouts. The skit was very ably
directed and produced by Sc outer Shiraz Tampal and the
100" Toronto leadership team. Thanks to everyone for
another memorable B-P Day.

|
L—-—\,—’—<
I

We are proud to announce that one of our Group’s first “Chief Scouts”, Rushad Bharda, put his scouting and military
skills into quick action. On March 1%, Rushad was in his car at a railway crossing when he noticed that the tractor trailer
ahead of his car was stuck at the railway crossing on the tracks and the driver was struggling to get it out of the way.
Rushad realized that something was wrong and ran quickly. He saw that the level crossing barrier had come down and
was stuck between the tractor trailer and the cab exhaust pipe and had snapped. He picked it up and hurled it aside just in
time for the driver to clear cab off the tracks. The oncoming train stopped about 20 meters from the truck. Rushad, is
presently a Scouter with our sister group, the 100" Oakville Zoroastrian Scouts, assisting his father Scouter Khushroo
Bharda. He is also a member of the Governor General of Canada’s Horse Guards team. His reaction to all the greetings
and congratulatory messages is that he was “just being a good Canadian and a good person”. Congratulations and a big
“round of applause” to you Rushad.

We are currently seeking volunteers with scouting experience to join our Group as Leaders to assist the existing leaders. If
you are interested in camping and outdoor activities and if you would like to have fun and serve our community, please
contact our Group Commissioner Ferozshaw Ogra (ogra @ rogers.com) for details on becoming a volunteer leader or for
making a donation.

ZS0 Scholarship for High School Students

APPLICATION FOR SCHOLARSHIPS for the 2017 — 2018 School Year are Now Open. Please go directly to the ZSO
website at www.zso.org for the application form. Deadline for application is July 22", 2017.
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Khordad Sal

The Khordad Sal event was held at the Darbhe Mehr on Sunday, March 26'. It was wonderfully organized and enjoyed
by all, including the Q&A session with Mobed Ardeshir Khorshidian — Head of the Tehran Mobeds. Prayers were
performed by Ervad Kerman Katrak. This was followed by poetry readings, violin music and choir singing of religious
Zarthosti songs.

Thank You from Noshir and Putli Mirza and Hoshang Surty

The Mirza and the Surty Families are deeply grateful to the community for all the Good Wishes and prayers offered for a
successful Kidney transplant of their children Binaifer and Rustom. Rustom's kidney is functioning at 100% in Binaifer.
Binaifer is slowly regaining a normal life, free of dialysis and all the discomfort of not having normal kidney functions.
The transplant was delayed for 3 years due to various health issues. Finally it took place on January 26™ in Ottawa.

With all of Ahura Mazda's blessing, the amazing doctors and staff at Ottawa General Hospital, and prayers and
Humbandgis at both OZCF and ZSO our family has been blessed with excellent results. We wish to Thank everyone for
this successful Transplant. Ahura Mazda Bless us all and especially Binaifer and Rustom with a long Happy and Healthy
Life with their families.

Zoroastrian Community Survey — Message from Homi Gandhi, President, FEZANA

“This is to introduce Dr. Howard Gontovnick of the State University of New York in Plattsburgh, New York, and his very
important survey of the current beliefs and practices of the North American Zoroastrian community.

More and more researchers and scholars’ in the academic world have tried to understand the current practices as they all
feel that, although ancient, our faith has more relevance to today’s world. Therefore, it is my hope that you will promote
the completion of this survey to the members of your community. This research will not only benefit an educational
program, but also for the Zoroastrian community to reflect on it as well.

Message from Dr. Gontovnick...“This survey was created in consultation and with the helpful assistance of Dr. Dolly
Dastoor, (Editor of FEZANA Journal) Ervad Gev Karkaria, and Homi D. Gandhi, (President — FEZANA). The data
attained from this survey will only be used to provide a better understanding of the community and its supportive role for
the practitioner in North America. Upon completion, my goal is to share all my findings with the Zoroastrian community
and hope to present a paper on this theme to an international conference on religion at some future date.”

Survey is available at the following site: https://goo.gl/forms/WMACvgNNFuPjhgSh2

*Please keep in mind that this survey will conclude at the end of April 2017.
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Navroze Jashan at Darbe Mehr

ZS0 held its Navroze Jashan and Dinner at the Darbe Mehr on Tuesday March 21, 2017. With Ahura Mazdas blessings,
the day's weather was a beautiful start to Spring. The Jashan was conducted by seven of our dedicated Mobeds who we
are indeed lucky to have - Ervads Athavian Bamji, Mehbad Dastur, Xerxes Dastur, Hoshang Udvadia, Noshir Mirza and
Cyrus Khory.

Following the Jashan and the customary Humbandagi lead by
Ervad Hoshang Udwadia, a short but warm Navroze greeting and
talk was given by Ervad Kerman Katrak.

Then ZSO President Russi Surti, after greeting the community,
delivered a vote of sincere thanks to recognize each of the Priests
who prayed at the Jashan.

. |

Following this, special thanks was given to our
Custodian Farokh Farhadian for his untiring dedication
to the care of the Darbe Mehr and all its visitors.

As at every Navroze Jashan, two individuals were
singled out for recognition by ZSO and Kanoun for their
selfless dedication and service to the community. This
year it was ZSO and Kanoun’s pleasure to recognize Negar Khodadi and Yezdi Sheriar together Wlth their spouses and
famllles for their service to the communlty

With everyone's spiritual apetites well-fed, it was time to feed
the tummies, all 200+ of them! And Percy Daruwalla and his
kitchen team did a marvelous job of doing just that, with a
scrumptious and plentiful dinner of dhandaar, kolmi no patio,
| veg patio, tandoori-style chicken and paneer, followed by
mango ice-cream, fruit, chasni and nuts!!!

M
R
4 With well over 200 attending the Jashan and most staying for
dinner, it was an evening enjoyed by all who came.
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ZS0/0OZCFE Navroze Function — March 24t

The Entertainment Committees of our two organizations arranged a most enjoyable event on the evening of 24" March to
celebrate Nowruz. It was heartenlng to see a large number of youth amongst the 250 or so participants.

The attendees mingled freely and thoroughly enjoyed the
ambience, the music, of course the appetizers and the Dinner,
and the other goings-on! Both organizations recognized and

. honored their respective volunteers who freely give of so much
of their time in various ways to ensure that the members enjoy
Pi | and benefit from myriad of activities, including observance of
the Muktads , Jashans and Gahambars.

The highlight of the evening was the felicitation and honoring
of Doctor Ervad Jehan Bagli who for the past 50 years has
done so much for the cause of Zoroastrianism through his
learned writings and lectures in North America and
throughout the world including Europe, India, Pakistan,
Australia and South Africa, to name but a few. Ervad Bagli’s
knowledge on Zoroastrianism and related theology is second
to none. His energy is amazing, and he serves as a shining
role model for all — teenagers, young adults and seniors alike! He has been honored by several professional and
community organizations including FEZANA, who will again be honoring Ervad Bagli with a truly deserved Life Time
Achievement Award at its Annual General Meeting to be held in Houston during the last weekend of April.

OZCF and ZSO are indeed privileged to have him in our midst,
and our respective Presidents Cyrus Gazdar and Russi Surti
were humbled with the opportunity to present him with a plaque
and a shawl to commemorate his invaluable services to our two
organizations. We were so pleased that his wife Freny and his
son Darius were with us to grace the occasion. Ervad Bagli
threatens to retire from communal activities on attaining the
ripe young age of 90 years within the next few months — but we
have other thoughts to keep him busy at least for the next 10
years. Congratulations dear Jehan, from all of us, for your
untiring services for the cause of Zoroastrianism, and may
Ahura Mazda bless you with many more years of fruitful
endeavors.
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Condolences

Homai (Mody) Canteenwalla, on February 24" in Montreal. Wife of Shiawax Canteenwalla, mother to Zeenia and Jambi
Canteenwalla. May her soul find eternal peace.

Dr. Mahyar Ardeshiri, on February 28". Husband to Bibi Yazdani, father to Dr. Farnaz and Farzad Ardeshiri. May his
soul rest in eternal peace.

Pariza Mehta on March 14", Wife of Khushroo Mehta and mother to Zeus. May her soul rest in eternal peace.

Health and Fitness

Zoroastrian Youth and adults are invited to join the sports and exercise classes arranged by our Iranian Cultural Kanoun
on Sunday afternoons at the Langstaff Community Centre, 155 Maple Red Road, Richmond Hill, ON, L4B 4P9
(Telephone: 905-882-4295). Please note that the Avesta Class for children is conducted in Farsi.

Date Basketball & Avesta - Gym 'B* Volleyball - Gym ‘C’
2— Apr 2:30 to 4:00 3:00 to 4:30
9-— Apr 2:30to 4:00 3:00 to 4:30
16 — Apr 2:30t0 4:00 3:00t0 4:30
23 — Apr 2:30t0 4:00 3:00t0 4:30
30 — Apr 2:30 10 4:00 3:00t0 4:30

Aerobics Classes:

Held on Tuesday Evenings at the Darbe Mehr starting at 6:30 pm. Please contact Mehrtaj Kaviani for more details.

Self-Healing — Palm Yoga Classes

Mat and Chair Yoga Classes, Wednesday evenings from 6:30-8:00 PM, at the Darbe Mehr Hall. Please try to be on time
— if you come late, or you need to leave early —please do so as quietly as possible.

Please continue to call or text Zubin @ 905-629-2985 to confirm attendance. Please wear ‘Loose-Waisted” Yoga
Outfits, as we do stomach exercises and bring socks and a cover up to wear while under meditation. Dates for April and
May are as follows: April 5, 12, 19 & 26 and May 3, 10, 17, 24 and 31.

Newsletter Requests

Please note that the deadline for receiving submissions for the ZSO newsletter is the 20" of each preceding month. Any
materials received after this date will be published in the following newsletter.

Editor: Armaity Bamji (newslettereditor@zso.org ) Associate Editor: TBD

Please note that all requests for inclusions in the ZSO NL should be emailed to newslettereditor@zso.org. Please copy
Dara Panthakee at evp@zso.org for approval.

In an attempt to save postage and paper, the ZSO requests those who do not wish to receive the newsletter by mail or who
wish to receive the newsletter online to please email your full name to secretary@zso.org. We encourage all members to
consider this option.

The distribution or reproduction, in part or whole, of the Zoroastrian Society of Ontario’s monthly Newsletters by any
means or via any media, requires authorization by the Society’s Board of Directors. Any unauthorized distribution or
reproduction is strictly prohibited.
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Seniors Rides

Rides will be available from Brampton and Mississauga on Fridays to attend Seniors Events.
Anyone interested, do contact Daulat Divecha @ 647-344-0666 OR Katy Panthakee @ 647-347-3334.

Miscellaneous

ZS0O Contacts:

Emergency situations: Khushru Chothia (416) 677-7555

Messages on the auto-dialer: Dara Panthakee (416) 826-3298 or evp@250.0rg

Renting MGDM hall (for post-funeral prayers/rituals or for private functions): Mashya Amroliwalla (647) 285-2105 or
execofficer2@zso.org

Newsletter advertising rates:

Inserts: $200 Quarter page/Business card: $55 Half page: $7
Full page: $125 Miscellaneous two-liners: $15

10% discount for 12 consecutive months of advertising.

T T HARDIWOOD  [AMINATE  CARPET  GRADITE

_ N REe-sanbinG REFINISHING & STalrs
rikngtructions. 2o

Sl ae R Wastrooms KITcHENS Removarions
1844 PEARLZS Sales — Installation — Service

INFO@PEARLKNSTRUCTIONS.COM |
Khushru (416) 677-7555 —
5.8575 Keele St, Vaughan, ON, L4K 3P4. WW LKNSTRUCTIONS.CO m

Zoroastrian Studies Projects International

W A ’ *Zoroastrian Artefacts
\ *Religious Books, CDs. DVDs
i

*Sukhar, Loban, Vehr, Tacho

*Diva na glass, Kakra

*Sadra, Kasti, Topi,T shirts, Caps Pearl K. Chothia # 416 917 7402

241 Kingscross dr, King City, On.L7B 1E7
Email: zstudies @ hotmail.com

And much more...xq: s www.zstudies.com

*Gift Items,Silver & Gold pendants
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Zoroastrian [Iranian Cultural Kanoun in Ontario, is planning a group Sedreh Pooshi- Anyone interested in

participating in this tradition for themselves or their loved ones is invited to contact Mehrtaj Kaviani at (416)

227- 0889 - mehrtajk@hotmail-com or any Iranian Kanoun's members-
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Date Basketball & Avesta Volleyball
Gym 'B' Gym 'C'
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Mitra Jam -> mitrajam@gmail.com
Zamyad Meherji -> zamyad.m@gmail.com
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& ZOROASTRIAN SOCIETY OF ONTARIO

Y 3590 BAYVIEW AVENUE, TORONTO, ONTARIO M2M 356

MEMBERSHIP FORM

Membership Application: 0 Renewal O New Member Membership Year April 1*t 20 - March 31t 20

Membership Category/Fees

O Family 3 Individual (3 Student O Senior O Family senior
Includes children under | Non-student over age Full time student, age Age 65 and over Both spouses age 65
the age of 18 18 18-25 and over

$100 S60 $30 $30 $50

Applicant Information

Last Name: First Name:

Spouse Last Name: Spouse’s First Name:

Address: Apartment/Suite#
City: Province: Postal Code:

Home Phone: ( )- - Cell Phone: ( ) - -

Email: Age: Signature

Dependent Information:

First & Last Name Age

Select your communication methods: Auto dialer (US & Canada), E-Mail and SMS Messages (SMS within Canada Only)
Auto dialer voice messages: [ Home O Cell O Spouse Cell:
SMS Messages: (Yes [ No

Newsletter: JEmail 0 Spouse Email: ORegular Mail

O 1 (we) wish to provide donation - Onetime $ or ongoing $ per:

Total Enclosed: Cash S Cheque S
(All cheques payable to “Z.S.0.” and mailed to Attn: ZSO Secretary (Membership Form) 3590 Bayview Avenue, Toronto, ON, M2M 3S6)

O | have reviewed the ZSO Constitution & Bylaws* and agree to abide by them (*available on the ZSO website zso.org)

NEW MEMBERS must be introduced by two ZSO members in good standing and approved by the ZSO Board of Directors

Existing ZSO Member Existing ZSO Member Approved by the ZSO BOD

Print Full Name Print Full Name OvYes ONo

Signature Signature Signature
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Whew: Saturdavy, 3 June-2017
Time: 11:00 AM-6:00 PM (Registration @ 11:00 AM

shauwp)

Cost: $ 10 touwrnament entry fee (includes snacks and
drinks)

Where: Dawbe Mehw, 3590 Bayview Averure

Calegories:

1) AgeUnder 15 singles (boysy and girly mixed)

2) Mens Singles

3) Womens Singles

4) Mixed Doubles

© Can Stock Photo - csp17796522

Please register for tournament by emailing (one or
more of the following):
- Mahiyar Panthaky mpanthaky@gmail.com

- Mitra Jam mitrajam@gmail.com
- Zamyad Meherji (zamyad.m@gmail.com)

All Names to be received by April 3ot to book
your spot in the tourney!!

shutterste.ck
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