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Zoroastrian Society of Ontario

Events for the months ahead...

Friday, December 2 6:30pm Avesta Classes — Adults
Saturday, December 3  7:30pm Bollywood Night
Sunday, December 4 2:45pm Children’s Religion Class
Sunday, December 4 ~ 6:00pm Kanoun Board Meeting
Friday, December 9 11:00am Seniors Event

Sunday, December 11  12:30pm Scouts Christmas Party
Saturday, December 17 6:00pm Yalda Cultural Event
Sunday, December 25  6:00pm Zarthost-No-Diso (F)

g e Sunday, January 1 11:00am Maidyarem Gahambar (F)
Friday, January 6 3:00pm Iranian Sports Night
Saturday, January 7 6:00pm Social & Sports Night
Friday, January 13 11:00am Seniors Event
Saturday January 14 6:00pm Jashn-e-Bahmangan (F)
Sunday, January 15 All Day Martin Luther King Celebrations
Sunday, January 22 11:00am Khushali Nu Jashan *Lunch
Sunday, January 22 2:30pm Lecture — Kersi Shroff
Friday, January 27 11:00am Seniors Event
Friday, January 27 7:00pm Food Prep & Rehearsal (for Sadeh)
Saturday, January 28  6:00pm Jashn-e-Sadeh (F)

Sunday, January 29 12:30pm Scouts Group Meeting
Sunday, January 29 2:45pm Children’s Religion Class

Note: All events will be held at Mehraban Guiv Darbe Mehr unless otherwise specified. ZSO, as publisher, is not
responsible for content and support of any flyers not issued by them.

*Those wishing to stay for meals please provide names to Ervad Hoshang Udvadia on 416-499-4957 no later than
2 days prior to the event.

**Please refer to attached flyers for details on these events.

Mehraban Guiv Darbe Mehr Hours

Mon, Wed 4:30-8:30pm

Tues, Fri, Sat, Sun  9:00am to 12:00pm; 4:30pm to 8:30pm
Thurs Closed

MEHRABAN GUIV
DARBE MEHR
Visit us on - Telephone: (416) 225-7771 !
I F book Addpress: 3590 Bayview Avenue
aceboo North York, Ontario M2M 356
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Board of Directors Corner

This issue of the ZSO monthly newsletter will be the last one for 2016. What an incredible year it has been. It is also a
time to reflect on our accomplishments, the challenges that still lay ahead, the immense gratitude we owe to numerous
volunteers who keep the wheels of our Society moving for the benefit of all and our diverse mix of Gujarati and Farsi
speaking brethren which is our strength. At the annual VVolunteer Appreciation Night held on 19th November at the Darbe
Mehr, your directors were privileged to felicitate 140 VVolunteers and spouses with a sumptuous dinner and an enjoyable
evening.

We have come off a record number of religious events performed during the year in both the Shenshai and Fasli traditions.
All events continue to be well attended. The newly formed Entertainment Committee hit the ground running with
successful Sports Night and Movie Night events under their belt. The Bollywood Music event is selling out fast — and
don’t forget our annual Khushali Jashan on January 22",

The House and Garden Committee has been very busy throughout the year. We are working with the Toronto Fire
Department all of the improvements required to update our outdated fire protection system and other requirements. We
hope to complete this exercise by January end. Visible enhancements continue to be implemented like the recent
installation of three chandeliers which has been well received and has improved the overall ambience in the main hall.
Our next major project is to replace the flooring in the main hall. We are humbled by the support and words of
encouragement we have been receiving from our membership to our initiatives. These initiatives can only become reality
with financial support from our members. This is your Darbe Mehr, your place of worship and only you have the ability to
bring about change. During December month of giving, do consider adding ZSO on your list. Make sure you check it
twice and ZSO is on it.

/ N
Membership has its advantages. However so many amongst us continue to ol
avail of all the benefits of membership without becoming members. This is
sad and totally unfair to those who do the right thing and pay their annual appy
membership dues. Your annual ZSO membership dues are less than a family C
would likely spend on a family dinner out.
In conclusion, your Board extends its best wishes to all members and their ew ear

loved ones for the holiday season and a successful New Year with much
happiness, love and good cheer.

Zoroastrianism in Academic Literature: A Report on an 'Insider/Outsider' Divide in Scholarly Writings
Lecture to be held at Darbe Mehr on January 22", 2017 by Kersi Shroff (USA)
(Immediately following Khushali Jashan Lunch)

The study of Zoroastrianism has long occupied scholars of religions as an academic discipline. A debate has lately
intensified on the divide between 'Insiders' - those who study and practice the faith, and 'Outsiders', in their approaches to
the study. One scholar has stated that Zoroastrianism is almost exclusively defined in academic institutions by 'Outsiders’,
and that the contemporary beliefs, practices, and self-understandings of Zoroastrians are ignored entirely. He has urged a
re-examination of the boundaries within which all scholars must responsibly engage with questions of "faith, theology,
and the diverse practices of living [Zoroastrian] communities in Iran, India, and the global diaspora.”

Kersi B. Shroff is a founding member of the Zoroastrian Association of Metropolitan Washington (ZAMWI), who drafted
the Constitution (1979), and served as its President (1995-1999). He is a Committee Member of the World Zoroastrian
Organization (2012- ).

Kersi is a barrister (England) and an attorney (USA) specialized in International and comparative laws. For 33 years he
served in the Senior Executive Service as the Chief, Western Law Division and Co-Director of Congressional Research in
the Law library of Congress. He has assisted ZAMWI and FEZANA on legal matters for many years.
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100™ Toronto-First Zoroastrian Scout Group-November Report

The 100" Toronto-First Zoroastrian Scout Group would like to dedicate this month’s report to one of its founding
members, Jamshed, (“Jimmy”) Mistry, who passed away on October 21 2016 in Mumbai, after a short but extremely
intensive battle with cancer.

Jimmy was a cub and a scout in Mumbai in the early 50s with our sister Group, the ex-100"" Bombay, now 11" CBDA
Scout Group, also known as the Homavazir’s Scout Group in Parsi Colony, Dadar, Mumbai. Even as a young boy, Jimmy
had excellent leadership qualities and quickly became a Sixer in Cubs and a Patrol
Leader in Scouts. He was one of the few scouts from the 11" CBDA to attend an All-
India Scouts Jamboree in Bangalore, in 1956.

Jimmy joined the Training Ship Dufferin after high school and sailed as a deck
officer on board the Scindia Steam Navigation ships for several years. He immigrated
to Canada in the summer of 1969 with his wife Pervin and his son Nauzer; his second
son Pervez was born in Toronto and the youngest son Percy was born in Edmonton.
Jimmy and his family came back to Toronto and Percy was one of our first scouts
when we started in 1990. Jimmy was the Treasurer of ZSO when our Group was
established and he was one of our Group’s founding members. He was the liaison
. between our Group and the then ZSO Executive Committee (ZSO EC) when Sam
Vesuna was the President and Russi Surti was the Executive Vice-President. Jimmy
was instrumental in obtaining the start-up funding for our Group from the ZSO as
well as obtaining a subsidy from ZSO for our scouts to attend the Canadian Jamboree
in Alberta in 1993. He continued his role as the Liaison between our Group and the
ZSO0 EC even when he became the President of ZSO after Sam. He was extremely keen to encourage the Irani and Parsi
youths to join the Scouts as well as the Religion Class and because of his efforts and the respect he received from Kanoun
and the ZSO members, the number of youths almost doubled in the Scout Group as well as the Religion Classes.

Since the mid-90s, Jimmy did extensive travelling due to his job and settled in various places (Vancouver, Edmonton,
Saint John as well as Miami, Houston, Algeria, Japan, Saudi Arabia, Australia, Papua New Guinea, Italy, South Africa,
Ukraine, China, South Korea, and Malaysia). Whenever he was in Canada, he kept himself informed and contributed to
our Scout Group fund raising activities and made regular donations. He made it a point to attend our Group’s Silver
Anniversary Picnic and Prize Distribution in July 2015.

In ending this obituary, we can think of Jimmy as a personification of the old Scout Law’s poem:
“Trusty, loyal, helpful, brotherly, courteous, kind, obedient, smiling, thrifty, pure as a rustling wind”.

In scouting language, Jimmy has “Gone Home” to Ahura Mazda’s House of Lights, Garo-demana. May his soul rest in
eternal peace, Amen.

(Submitted by Freddy Mirza on behalf of the 100" Toronto-First Zoroastrian Scout Group).

Upcoming MOSAIC Events

Annual Peace Meal also at the Temple Har Zion to celebrate Human Rights Day. The topic is "Creed and Human Rights -
An evolving approach for an evolving world". Keynote speaker will be Renu Mandhane — Chief Commissioner of the
Ontario Human Rights Commission. The event will be held on Sunday, December 4, 2016 — please see attached flyer for
details. Members should also note that on Sunday, January 15. 2017 the annual MOSAIC, Martin Luther King Day
Celebrations will be held at our Darbe Mehr. Please stay tuned for further details.
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Movie and Titori Night Highlights

The ZSO community had a great Bollywood movie night on Saturday November 12 held at the Darbe Meher. Thank you
to everyone who attended, it was a success.

We gave the community the choice for the movies SULTAN or DISHOOM, as per the majority votes, the movie
DISHOOM won out.

We had light snacks and beverages as the crowd gathered and
found their seats (Balcony, Dress Circle, Stall ) with Dastur
Mehbad in charge of the technical side — movie started promptly at
7pm.

As per Indian fashion, by 8.30 we had a 1 hour interval for our
community to enjoy the delicious, scrumptious food prepared by
our head chef Kersi Khambatta & his team of volunteers.

The menu was Patra-ni-machi, Titori, Rotli, Masala Rice, Eggplant
fry and Potato in tomato dry gravy.

The movie ended with Gulab Jamun served as dessert.
Once again - a big thank you to our community for all their
support and co-operation for the event.

- Mahnaz Sheriar.

ZS0 Volunteers Appreciation Night at Darbe Mehr

Volunteers are at the heart of every community and taking the time to recognise them is something that the ZSO has been
doing for many years. Our annual VVolunteer Appreciation night was held on November 19" where all volunteers who
have given their time, effort and sometimes money over the past years were appreciated with a special evening dedicated
to them. Below are couple of pictures commemorating the evening. Thank you again to all who give so selflessly of their
time and energy.

Putli and Nozir Mirza being felicitated by President Russi
Surti.

The crowd of volunteers, without whom, so many functions
would not be possible.
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Winter Break — Kids Program at Darbe Mehr

Join us at the MGDM for the Kids (5-18) program to be held during the
holidays. FREE Admission
Dates: Tue. Dec. 27, Thurs. Dec 29, Tue. Jan 3 and Thurs. Jan 5
Time: 11am-2pm
Kids games, table tennis, movies
(Children under 12 will need their own adult supervision)
Please pre-register before Dec. 23™ by emailing Mitra Jam at mitrajam@gmail.com

Navjotes
Liam and Kai LeMay and Elian Anklesaria, on August 24", 2016 at Darbe Mehr. Congratulations to all including proud

parents Ayesha Anklesaria and William LeMay and Elaine and Abish Anklesaria.

Condolences
Simin Hormozdi, mother of Sohrab and Bahram Kosraviani, grandmother to Parisa, Mahyar, Nima and Moobedyar
Mahshad Khosraviani passed away peacefully on Saturday, November 12, 2016. May her soul rest in peace.

Acknowledgements

We thank those who have generously donated Sukhad to the ZSO. As we are low on stocks, we would request members
to please bring some upon their return to Toronto. ZSO is prepared to reimburse the cost of the Sukhad for those who so
wish.

Miscellaneous

In an attempt to save postage and paper, the ZSO requests those who do not wish to receive the newsletter by mail or who
wish to receive the newsletter online to please email your full name to secretary@zso.org. We encourage all members to
consider this option.

Contacts:

Emergency situations: Khushru Chothia (416) 677-7555

Messages on the auto-dialer: Dara Panthakee (416) 826-3298 or evp@2zs0.0rg

Renting MGDM hall (for post-funeral prayers/rituals or for private functions): Mashya Amroliwalla (647) 285-2105 or
execofficer2@zso0.org

Newsletter advertising rates:
Inserts: $200 Quarter page/Business card: $55 Half page: $75
Full page: $125 Miscellaneous two-liners: $15 10% discount for 12 consecutive months of advertising

Seniors Rides

Rides will be available from Brampton and Mississauga on Fridays to attend Seniors Events.
Anyone interested, do contact Daulat Divecha @ 647-344-0666 OR Katy Panthakee @ 647-347-3334

C\ HARDUWOOD  [AMINATE  CARPET  GRANTE

) REe-sanbinG REFINISHING & STalRS
Wiy tructions.CO

A p———— Waskrooms KITcHENS RENOVATIONS
taes FEARLES Sales — Installation — Service

INFO@PEARLKNSTRUCTIONS.COM

Khushru (416) 677-7555
5-8575 Keele St, Vaughan, ON, L4K 3P4. WWW.PEARLKNSTRUCTIONS.COM
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Health and Fitness Classes

Matt and Chair - Yoga Classes:
Held on Wednesday Evenings at the Darbe Mehr from 6:30 — 8:15 pm. For further information, please call Zubin
Dotiwalla on (905) 629-2985.

Aerobics Classes:
Held on Tuesday Evenings at the Darbe Mehr starting at 6:30 pm. Please contact Mehrtaj Kaviani for more details.

Newsletter Requests

Please note that the deadline for receiving submissions for the ZSO newsletter is the 15" of each preceding month. Any
materials received after this date will be published in the following newsletter.

Publisher: Zoroastrian Society of Ontario
Editor: Armaity Bamji (newslettereditor@zso.org ) Associate Editor: TBD

Please note that all requests for inclusions in the ZSO NL should be emailed to newslettereditor@zso.org. Please copy
Dara Panthakee at evp@zso.org for approval.

The distribution or reproduction, in part or whole, of the Zoroastrian Society of Ontario’s monthly Newsletters by any
means or via any media, requires authorization by the Society’s Board of Directors. Any unauthorized distribution or
reproduction is strictly prohibited.

Zoroastrian Studies Projects International

*Sukhar, Loban, Vehr, Tacho

*Diva na glass, Kakra

|‘\ Py ’ *Zoroastrian Artefacts
'\: *Religious Books, CDs. DVDs
T

*Sadra, Kasti, Topi,T shirts, Caps Pearl K. Chothia # 416 917 7402
241 Kingscross dr, King City, On.L7B 1E7

— )
Gift Items,Silver & Gold pendants Bl 2 b SE Gl Souti

And much more....... www.zstudies.com
o JEMI ANKLESARIA - Certified Franchise Consultant
TOta I F ra nCh l Se Total Franchise Consultancy LLC.

Florida, USA 33907 Tel: 239 208 4319

CO n S u Ita n Cy www.totalfranchiseconsultancylic.com

Representing 450 Plus Franchises from 10K to 1Million plus.
Offering FREE Consultancy to ALL:
e To those who want to Invest in a Franchise
e To those who already have a Business and are doing well in their business and want to convert their Business into
Franchise
e To those who have a limited funds but a good credit score, | help them to acquire funds for Investing in Franchise
e To those who want to come to USA without waiting for years for a Green Card and come over here within a few
months, | help them for their E2 Visa (entire family).
e To those who do not want to come to USA but want to Invest in Franchise in their own respective country.
YES, | do offer a referral fee of $1000 - $2000 to those who refer a client, who ultimately end up Investing in a Franchise

December 2016

jemi@totalfranchiseconsultancyllc.com
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Zoroastrian Iranian Cultural Kanoun in Ontario, is planning a group Sedreh Pooshi- Anyone interested in

participating in this tradition for themselves or their loved ones is invited to contact Mehrtaj Kaviani

at (416) 227- 0889 - mehrtajk@hotmail-com or any Iranian Kanoun's members:
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Date Basketball & Avesta Volleyball
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Zoroastrian Iranian Cultural Kanoun in Ontario, is planning to run a sport night

full of Fun, Game, Movie, Dance, and Dinner for Kids and

youth-

Date: Friday January 6th
Please pre-register by January 4 with 647-849-2926-

Fee: $5

Time: 4:00PM to Mid-Night
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Bored kids over Winter Break?
Join us at the MGDM for the Kids (5-18) program to be
held during the holidays.
4§
\Tue. Dec. 27 Thurs.Dec29 Tue.Jan3 Thurs.Jan5
Kids games, table tennis, movies
(Children under 12 will need their own adult supervision)
Please PRE REGISTER before December 23™ with Mitra Jam by
email: mitrajam@gmail.com
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ZOROASTRIAN SOCIETY OF ONTARIO

Invites the entire Zoroastrian Community to attend the

KHUSHALI NU JASHAN AND LUNCH

To THANK Ahura Mazda for a very Successful Year
&
Request His Blessings to our Community for the Calendar Year 2017.

%@/
SUNDAY, JANUARY 22nd, 2017

JASHAN AT 11:00 A.M. LUNCH TO FOLLOW
Cost of Lunch:

Members - $10.00 for Adults & $5.00 for Children 5 to 12 yrs

MEHRABAN GUIV DARBE MEHER
3590 Bayview Avenue,Willowdale,Ontario.
S.W. Corner of Bayview & Steeles Ave.

Please fill out the form below and attach it with your cheque for Lunch.
Cheques must be received by January 15th,2017.
Please adhere to this deadline & avoid last minute disappointment.

Mail cheques to Guloo Bharucha ( payable to: Zoroastrian Society of Ontario )
24 Trafford Crescent, Markham, ON. L3R 7H8
Tel: (905) 475 8894
Email: entertainment@zso.org
(Please spell your name clearly, if leaving a phone message )

PLEASE SPECIFY EACH PERSON’S NAME IN THE BOX BELOW

NAME ( ADULT) NAME (CHILD 5-12 Yrs) VEG NON-VEG

Total Payment $ ...............
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When : 7th January 2017, @ 6pm.

Where: Mehraban Guiv Darbe Mehr,
3590 Bayview Ave,ON. M2M 3S6.

CONTACT: GULOO BHARUCHA #905-475-8894 or
Email: guloobharucha@hotmail.com
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100 Toronto Scouts Group’s Gypsy Dream Valentine Party

When: Saturday February 11th, 2017
Time: 7:00pm
Where: Mehraban Guiv Darb e Mehr
3590 Bayview Ave, Toronto

Adults $30 Children (5-12) $20
RSUP by January 22nd to

Shiraz Tampal: 416-371-3704
Khushamin Chothia: 416-473-2012

Please fill out all the details below and send it along with your cheque to
Pearl Chothia
241 Kingscross Drive
King City, ON, L7B 1E7

Name:

Number of Adults-—------- Number of children

Meal Choice Non Veg -------- Veg

Event RSVP cheques are payable to “100 Toronto Scouts Group”
Donation cheques are payable to “‘Scouts Canada’. Please indicate

“100 Toronto” in the memo line. Tax receipt will be issued by Scouts Canada for dontation
of $20 and greater

Cheques must be received by February 01st, please adhere to the deadline < avoid last minute
disappointments.

All proceeds are to support the 2017 Scouts Jamboree in Halifax (Nova Scotia).



