Zoroastrian Society of Ontario

Volume 42, Number 4

Events for the months ahead...
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Friday, October 2 7:00pm Thrity Umrigar “Sugar in Milk” lecture*
Saturday, October 3 6:30pm Mehregan (F)

Sunday, October 4 12:30pm Scouts

Sunday, October 4 2:45pm Children’s Religion Classes

Friday, October 9 11:00am Seniors Yoga

Sunday, October 11 11:00am Ayathrem Gahambar (F)

Friday, October 16 11:00am Seniors Event

Sunday, October 18 4:30pm Lecture on Fraud & Cybercrime Awareness
Saturday, October 24 1:00pm Seniors Food Fair

Sunday, October 25 12:30pm Scouts

Sunday, October 25 2:45pm Children’s Religion Classes

Friday, November 6 10:30am Seniors Event

Friday, November 6 6:00pm Avesta Class

Saturday, November 7 10:00am NAMC Lecture Series

Sunday, November 8 12:30pm Scouts

Sunday, November 8 2:45pm Children’s Religion Classes

Friday, November 20 10:30am Seniors Event

Sunday, November 22 12:30pm Scouts

Self-Healing PALM-5 YOGA, Integrated Mind-Body Wellness Therapy class will be held Wednesday, October 7, 14, 21, and
28 at the Darbe Mehr from 6:30 to 8:15pm. For further information, please call Zubin Dotiwalla at (905) 629-2985.

*This event will be held at the University of Toronto at Mississauga (3359 Mississauga Road, building 1B150).

Note: All events will be held at Mehraban Guiv Darbe Mehr unless otherwise specified. ZSO, as publisher, is not responsible for

content and support of any flyers not issued by them.

Mehraban Guiv Darbe Mehr Hours

Mon, Wed 4:30-8:30pm
Tues, Fri, Sat, Sun 9:00am to 12:00pm; 4:30pm to 8:00pm
Thurs Closed
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Visit us on
Facebook

“Zoroastrian Society of
Ontario — ZSO”

MEHRABAN GUIV

DARBE MEHR
Telephone: (416) 225-7771

Address: 3590 Bayview Avenue
North York, Ontario M2M 3S6

WWW.zs0.01g


http://www.zso.org/

Board of Directors Corner
Your Directors have been busy appointing/re-appointing Chairpersons for most of the various Committees, rescheduling our
Darbe Mehr Hours (mentioned in this NL), and looking after official business including filing of annual returns, claiming HST
refunds, banking arrangements, etc. Various religious and other events (Jashans, Seniors events, Children's Religion Class,
etc.) held at the Darbe Mehr during September were well organized to the satisfaction of those attending. Special mention must
be made of our 100 Toronto Scout Group's celebratory Silver Anniversary Patraa nu Bhonu held on September 19" when over
150 diners were treated to a Parsi lagan-style dinner cooked by Kersi Khambatta and other Scout Leaders. The food was
delicious and plentiful, and the service was beyond compare.

The fourth large artefact symbolic of “Good Overcoming Evil” has been installed, and we are grateful to the donors who have
made it possible for our Hall at the Darbe Mehr to reflect aspects of our ancient heritage. Your Directors are also grateful to
the many volunteers who continue to selflessly serve our community in diverse ways. Please do attend the interesting events
that are scheduled for October and November and mentioned in this Newsletter, including in the Farsi section and detailed in
the Flyers.

Darbe Mehr Hours
Below are new Darbe Mehr hours, effective October 1%,

Mehraban Guiv Darb e Mehr

www.ZS0.org
Hours of Operation
Monday 4:30PM - 8:30PM
Tuesday 9:00AM - 12:00PM  4:30PM - 8:30PM
1 Wednesday 4:30PM - 8:30PM H
Thursday Closed All Day

Friday 9:00AM - 12:00PM 4:30PM - 8:30PM
Saturday  9:00AM - 12:00PM 4:30PM - 8:30PM
Sunday 9:00AM - 12:00PM 4:30PM - 8:30PM

We wish to convey our sincere gratitude for the condolences and support extended after the tragic passing of our beloved
Ruhbin. The outpouring of love and sympathy has been a great comfort to us in this time of sorrow. Ruhbin was a wonderful
son and brother as well as a great friend. He will be sorely missed and lovingly remembered.

— Sam, Mahrukh, and Kermin Mehta

Condolences
Mrs. Navaz Mistry, wife of Ronnie Mistry and sister-in-law of Dr. Silloo Mistry, passed away September 6.

Mrs. Gool Hoshang Wadia, wife of late Hoshang Sorabji Wadia; mother of Bapsy Wadia, Arnavaz & Byram Mistry, Pouri &
Raphy Satyavrata, and Aspi & Kashmira Wadia; sister of Byram & Homai Randeria, Dhunji & Dhun Randeria, Keki Navroze,
Pervin & Soli Patel, Prochi & Jamshed Sethna; grandmother of Afreed Mistry, Delnavaz & Behzad Dastur, Pirzad & Hormazd
Wadia, Nilesh & Rita Satyavrata; and great-grandmother of Parinaz Dastur, passed away on September 16.

Mr. Minocher Behram Irani, husband of Gulchereh Irani; father of Mona & Adil Antia, Yasmin & Sarosh Tafti, and Dinyar &
Iryna Irani; grandfather of Rayomand & Behram Antia, Kaizad & Yazad Tafti, and Benjamin, Sophia, & Kashmira Irani,
passed away on September 16.

Our condolences to the bereaved families.
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Birth Announcement
Ariana, daughter to Pooja and Fawaz
Rustomji; sister to Cyrus; and
granddaughter to Dinaz & Shahrokh
Rustomji and Shukla Vig.

Congratulations to the happy families!

Jamva Chaloji
OZCF is hosting their annual “Jamva
Chaloji Christmas Bazaar” on Sunday,
November 29" from 11am-2pm. Pre-
order your items by November 22", For
more information and details contact
Jeroo Madan at (289) 667-6800 or email
ozcfentertainment@gmail.com.
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18" North American Zarathushti Congress

The 18" North American Zarathushti Congress will be held onboard a
cruise ship between Vancouver and Alaska in July 2017. Subscribe to
the mailing list to receive up-to-date information on the Congress:
http://www.zsbc.org/cms/nazc2017/subscribe.

Vesuna/WZO Canada Endowed
Scholarship Recipient

Congratulations to Urvaksh Davar, who
has been awarded the Vesuna/WZO
Canada Endowed Scholarship for his
academic achievements from FEZANA!
Urvaksh will be attending the University
of Ontario Institute of Technology.
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FEZANA Bulletin

Monthly FEZANA Bulletin and its archives are available online at
http://fezana.org/publication/bulletinarchives.

World Zoroastrian Youth Congress
Six youth from the ZSO have been given a subsidy of $500 to attend the
World Zoroastrian Youth Congress in New Zealand this December.
Congratulations to Diana Vania, Jennifer Kapadia, Tanya Dordi,
Keshvar Merchant, Cumbysis Tampal, and Nadia Jam!

In addition, Diana Vania, Cumbysis Tampal, Nadia Jam, Jennifer
Kapadia, Tanya Dordi, and Keshvar Merchant have been awarded a
$625 subsidy from FEZANA, based on their community involvement,
extra-curricular activities, and application essay.

The recipients are very grateful to the ZSO and FEZANA for their
generous contributions.


http://www.zsbc.org/cms/nazc2017/subscribe
http://fezana.org/publication/bulletinarchives
mailto:ozcfentertainment@gmail.com

Lecture Announcement — Fraud and Cybercrime Awareness

At the request of Directors of the ZSO, a public service lecture has been arranged at the Darbe Mehr on October 18" at
4:30pm. The title of the lecture is 'Mass Marketing Fraud and Cybercrime Awareness'. The lecture is a joint effort of
RCMP, the OPP, and the Competition Bureau of Canada. The presentation will elaborate on identity theft and other scams and
how to avoid them.

There have been a series of fraud schemes that has recently impacted members of our community and this will be of great
assistance to the community as a whole to be aware of these facts. We look forward to a large turnout for this important
informative lecture.

Seniors Food Fair
The Seniors Food and Fun Fair will be held on Saturday, October 24™ at the Darbe Mehr from 1-4pm (or until food is sold out).
There will be an entry charge of $2 per person (children under 10 are free). This event is open to all members of the
community. Please phone in your names and dishes you wish to sell before October 7" to: Roshan Rabadi (647-341-6731) or
Yasmin Khory (416-733-0699) or Katy Panthakee (647-347-3334) so as to enable us to compile a list of food. Use of Darbe
Mehr stoves and utensils will not be permitted. Containers, paper plates, glasses, etc. are to be provided by the sellers, not
ZSO. Proceeds will go to the Seniors’ Revolving Fund (seller donating a minimum of 10% of the sale proceeds). All are
cordially invited to participate in this popular event. Members and their friends who wish to order the food for their
consumption at home can do so by private arrangement with seller and here again 10% of sale proceeds will be donated to the
above fund.

Interfaith Conference
An interfaith conference is coming to Toronto on Thursday, October 8". Sponsored by the Christian-Jewish Dialogue of
Toronto, and titled “The Global Village: Our Responsibility to Engage”, this gathering will feature speakers from around the
world who are accomplished in the field of dialogue. Participants will be challenged to use the gift of dialogue to engage
society to bring about a more just and peaceful world. This conference celebrates the 50" anniversary of the publication of
Nostra Aetate, a ground-breaking interfaith document that emerged from the Second Vatican Council of the 1960s. Spaces at
the conference are limited. Register now! For more information about the conference, registration, and a link to a live stream,
visit: https://responsibilitytoengage.wordpress.com/welcome/ or contact Paul McKenna at (416) 261-7135 x296.

NAMC Lecture Series

All are cordially invited to attend the NAMC Lecture Series to be held at our Darbe Mehr on Saturday, November 7" at
10:00am. This is a great opportunity to learn from our Ervads and Mobedyars about the relevance of our scriptures on Mother
Earth and on ourselves. Please see attached flyer for further details, and don’t forget to contact Guloo Bharucha for reservation
and light lunch.

ZSO Muktad Darbe Mehr Clean-Up Volunteers
Thank you to the following volunteers for their help to clean up the Darbe Mehr before the Muktad.

Mashya Amroliwalla Araash Chothia Sam Gandhi Meherangiz Patel
Dina Amroliwalla Zruvan Chothia Dara Homavazir Kati Sarkari
Rayomand Anti a Fravash Chothia Kersi Khambatta Eruch Sarkari
Minoo Bharda Karl Dastur Yasmine Khory Rustom Shehriar
Adil Bulsara Zersis Dastur Farokh Khory Mahnaz Shehriar
Pearl Chothia Mehbad Dastur Arnavaz Patel Yezdi Shehriar
Khushru Chothia Zenobia Dastur Khushru Patel Cyrus Tampal
Spenta Chothia Aban Dastur Danesh Patel
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Invaluable Services by our Volunteer Mobeds during Muktads
Further to the report on Muktad Days in our September newsletter, ZSO acknowledges the invaluable services of
Putli Mirza who for years has been spearheading the observance of the Shahenshahi Muktads. Putli, in turn, writes
to acknowledge the tremendous services performed by our volunteer Mobeds during the Muktads and Jashans.

“This year marked 33 years of our Muktad observances. Thanks to our Bomansha Kotwal who initiated the Muktad
33 years ago with our late Coomi aunty Bhathena. He introduced the Gahambars and all other religious days that
are observed to this day at our Darbe Mehr. It is with gratitude that we look back at all that we have accomplished
and we thank Ahura Mazda that we have been able to preserve our ancient rites and rituals to the best of our
abilities. The success of these Muktad days depends on the goodwill, generosity and the faith of our community in
our religion and our rituals.

Our most important volunteers are our Mobeds, who so willingly give their time and spend many hours in prayer.
This year Ervad Hoshang Udwadia organized all the Mobeds for the various prayers throughout each day. He was
very ably assisted by Ervad Mehbad Dastur and his young son Ervad Xersis Dastur. It was indeed commendable
that Xersis prayed with concentration for nearly 2 hours or more at each Afringan! He was there for all the 5 days.
Our young Mobed Ervad Rayomand Antia (who is also our Darbe Mehr caretaker), was also there for the prayers.
This year we had our senior Mobed Athavian Bamji come every day for Afringan and Farokhshi. Ervad Jamshed
Dhabhar came twice and Ervad Noshir Mirza came once.

Our afternoon Stums were performed in turn by Ervads Kobad Zarolia, Jal Panthaky, Jehan Bagli, Xerxes Madan,
and Mobedyar Khushroo Mirza. Our younger Mobeds, Ervads Cyrus Panthakee, Rayomand Antia and Xersis
Dastur performed the evening Stums. Thanks to Ervad Khushroo Bharda for being there for our early morning
prayers on the last day.

We had five prayer ceremonies every day, starting with Stum in the early morning, followed by Afringan &
Farokhshi. There was a Stum in the afternoon and one in the evening, followed by a Humbandagi. Lectures were
organized and given by Ervad Hoshang Udwadia, Khurshid Engineer, and by our past President Daraius Bharucha.
The lectures were very interesting and we got different perspectives from the various speakers.

Our early morning Afringan/Farokhshi prayers were attended by more than 50 members. We had an average of
about 100 community members for lunch and nearly 200 for dinner. Even our last day morning Stum and Afringan
at 4:30am was attended by more than 50 members. Our attendance has increased for all our prayers, and we had
635 names of our dear departed ones to recite at each prayer.”

Thank you for the report, dear Putli. Readers are invited to enjoy the collage of Muktad and Jashan pictures
appearing in this newsletter.
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ZSO Committees

Sub-Committee Chair/Co-Chairs Contact EC Liaison
Children’s Religion Class Kermin Mehta crc@zso.org Mashya Amroliwalla

Constitution

Dhun Bhaya

dhunbhaya@rogers.com

Russi Surti

Entertainment

Anahita Ogra

entertainment@zso.org

Anahita Ogra

Helping Hands

Diana Katgara

helpinghands@zso.org

Russi Surti

House & Garden Khushru Chothia houseandgarden@zso.org Dara Panthakee, Percy Surti
Intergaith Sam Vesuna sam.vesuna@sympatico.ca Percy Surti

Iranian Cultural Kanoun Rostam Khosraviani kanoun@zso.org Mitra Jam, Cyrus Zandian
Investment Sam Vesuna sam.vesuna@sympatico.ca | Treasurer

IT/Communications

Mehbad Dastur

admin@zso.org

Mashya Amroliwalla

Lectures

Dr. Jehan Bagli

ibagli@rogers.com

Russi Surti

Library Aban Amroliwalla abanpa@yahoo.com Vispi Patel

Membership Fredoon Khory, Jamshi Jam | fikhory@outlook.com Vispi Patel, Mitra Jam

Muktad (S) Putli Mirza pnmirza@gmail.com Dara Panthakee

Newsletter Didigevianka - dlanakvgma@qmgll.com Dara Panthakee, Mitra Jam
Natasha Bozorgi nbozorgi@hotmail.com

Religious Hoshang Udwadia hudwadia@hotmail.com Vispi Patel

Scholarship Daraius Bharucha xermgr@rogers.com Russi Surti

Scouts Ferozshaw Ogra ogra@rogers.com Vispi Patel

Seniors Percy Surti AsstSecretary@zso.org Mashya Amroliwalla

Youth & Sports TBD M ARaT S asui

Amroliwalla

Buying or selling a Home?

My realty offers "Full Service"
differential advantage over other
realtors, unique services Include:

* Financial viability

* Comparative market analysis

* Mortgage finance and debt ratios

* Tips for home staging

* Marketing strategles and lawyers

* Offer negotiation

* After sales services

Addy ¢ Sédry
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Please note that the deadline for receiving submissions for the ZSO newsletter is the 15" of each preceding month. Any
materials received after this date will be published in the following newsletter.

Publisher: Zoroastrian Society of Ontario

Associate Editors:

Diana Vania (dianakvania@gmail.com)

Natasha Bozorgi (nbozorgi@hotmail.com)

Miscellaneous

In an attempt to save postage and paper, the ZSO requests those who do not wish to receive the newsletter by mail or who wish
to receive the newsletter online to please email your full name to secretary@zso.org.

Contacts:
Emergency situations: Khushru Chothia (416) 677-7555
Messages on the auto-dialler: Dara Panthakee (416) 826-3298 or evp@2z50.0rg

Renting MGDM hall (for post-funeral prayers and rituals or for private functions): Meherwan Wadia (416) 455-5614 or
communications@zso.org

Newsletter advertising rates:
Inserts: $200 Quarter page/Business card: $55 Half page: $75
Full page: $125 Miscellaneous two-liners: $15 10% discount for 12 consecutive months of advertising

e Traditional wood paatlaas (made without nails) and German silver ses polishing services are
available for a nominal fee right here in the GTA. Please contact Pervez Masani at (416) 282-2615.

e Customized Kustis are available in different sizes for all occasions. Some are currently in stock.
Kustis can also be made to order. Please contact Banoo Dordi at (416) 491-7389 or (416) 491-3214.

HARDWOOD LAMINATE CARPET

STAIRS TILES WASHROOMS
KITCHENS

SALES  INSTALLATION  SERVICE

im @_ Khushru R Chothia Info@pearlknstructions.com
4 416 677 7555 www pearlknstructions.com

E Zoroastrian Studies Projects International

A&

¢ Zoroastrian Artifacts

¢ Religious Books CDs. DVDs

¢ Sukhar Loban WVehr Tacho

¢ Diva na glass, Kakra

¢ Sadra Kasti Topi T.Shirts Caps Pearl K. Chothia Zstudies@hotmail com

¢ Gift Items Silver & Gold pendants 416 917 7402 v Zstudies .com
And much more
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Date Mini Volleyball
Basketball GYM C
GYM B

4-Oct 2:30-3:30 | 3:00-4:30
11-Oct 2:30-3:30 | 3:00-4:30
18-Oct 2:30-3:30 | 3:00-4:30
25-Oct 2:30-3:30 | 3:00-4:30
1-Nov 2:30-3:30 | 3:00-4:30
8-Nov 2:30-3:30 | 3:00-4:30
15-Nov 2:30-3:30 | 3:00-4:30
22-Nov 2:30-3:30 | 3:00-4:30
29-Nov 2:30-3:30 | 3:00-4:30
6-Dec 2:30-3:30 | 3:00-4:30
13-Dec 2:30-3:30 | 3:00-4:30
20-Dec 2:30-3:30 | 3:00-4:30
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Invitation to Iranian Zoroastrian Cultural Kanoun Election

There is a need of new, hardworking people with fresh ideas who can manage and make healthy and strong
community. Due to the arrival of the General Meeting of Iranian Zoroastrian Cultural Kanoun, Hereby dear friends and
young people, we ask you to step in and share the thoughts and aspiration of the younger generation to the council in
order to create a healthy, harmonious, and strong society for ourselves, our children, and our peers. Remember that we
are Zoroastrian and the inheritor of Zarathushtra’s thought. Keep in mind that our ancestors have struggled hard to
pass on this religion to us. Therefore welcome to work together, bring new ideas, new management, and today’s
knowledge to Iranian Zoroastrian Cultural Kanoun council and create a community that accomplishes the needs of

today and tomorrow’s generation.

Iin The Name of AhoramMazda
Nomination Form of
Iranian Zoroastrian Cultural Kanoun

L) ettt e , am one of the ZSO member, and resident of the city Of .....c.cccvveeeeeiiiiceccees ,
province of Ontario. | am ready to be voluntarily involved in the Iranian Zoroastrian Cultural Kanoun council.

Goals and plans for the future council:

PhoNne: .o | o - 1] TR

Date: ittt s SIBNATUIE: vttt s s e

We, the undersigned, being members in good standing of the Iranian Zoroastrian Cultural Kanoun, declare the
candidate as a well-known Zoroastrian, and nominate the following person to be a voluntarily involved in the actions
of the Iranian Zoroastrian Cultural Kanoun council.

First/last Name: ........ccooeeiiiiiiiieeeeeeiee Date: ..o Signature: .......cocceeviieeneee
First/last Name: .....cccceeveviiiiiiieeeee e, Date: oo Signature: ...,

Note: This form must be completed and deliver to one of the current members of the Iranian Zoroastrian Cultural
Kanoun before the elections day.




MUKTAD OBSERVANCES AND NOWROZ JASHAN AT ZSO's DARBE MEHR, TORONTO

Beautiful Asho Farohar artefact leading to the Prayer Room Putli Mirza with Zarine Dordi, recipient of ZSO Volunteer Appreciation Award 2015

Shirin Homiar receives ZSO Scholarship Award for 2015 from

Daraius Bharucha, while ZSO President Russi Surti looks on Ervad Hoshang Udwadia leads the Humbandagi after Muktad Prayers

Our dedicated Youth Volunteers during the 5 Muktad Days Over 200 Members enjoying a delicious dinner prepared by our Volunteer Super Chefs!



ZOROASTRIAN SOCIETY OF
ONTARIO

NAMC Lecture Series

Saturday November 7", 2015
10:00a.m.

Mehraban Guiv Darbemehr
3590 Bayview Ave, Toronto, ON

Cost: $5 per person
(Light Lunch included)

RSVP Deadline: October 31st, 2015

Please adhere to this deadline & avoid last minute disappointments.
Seats will be confirmed upon RSVP ONLY

Contact: Guloo Bharucha Tel: (905) 475-8894
Email: entertainment@zso.org

SPEAKERS AND THEIR TOPICS:

Ervad Firdosh Bulsara:
Vendidad — Zarathustra’s “Instruction Manual” for better living.

Ervad Tehemton Mirza:
Power of Vohu Mana (Good Mind) in Zoroastrianism.

Ervad Xerxes Madan:
Spenta Armaiti — The Caretaker of Earth.

Mobedyar Khushroo Mirza:
Asha Vahishta — Our Tour Guide for Good Living.
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